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Welcome to Year 8 
 
This booklet has been written by the Heads of Department at St. Andrew’s Preparatory School, Turi 
with the primary aim of informing the Year 8 pupils and parents about what the pupils will be 
learning during the second year of Key Stage 3.  We hope that you find it both a useful and 
informative guide which helps you to navigate through the year. Whilst every effort has been made 
to ensure that all information is accurate, there may be, on occasions, circumstances that dictate 
minor deviations from the curriculum plans published here. Any feedback, both positive and 
suggestions for future improvement will be most welcome and should be addressed to Mr. Gore, 
Deputy Head (Academic). 
 
The Year 8 Curriculum 
 
There are 5 one hour periods per day. All pupils study a broad curriculum in Year 8.  Subjects in 
italics follow the two year Common Entrance Syllabus. Individual subjects have the following 
numbers of period per week. 
 
English 5 
Mathematics 5 
Science 3 
History 1 
Geography 1.5 
Religious Studies 1 
French 2 
PSHE 0.5 

Design Technology 1 
Art 1 
Drama 0.5 
Music 1 
Computing 1 
Physical Education 1 
Kiswahili 0.5 
    

 
 
Punctuality  
 
Pupils need to be punctual to lessons. There is a five minute warning bell at the end of each break 
and a five minute break between lessons to allow time to move between classes. Lateness will be 
sanctioned by the teacher. 
 
Prep 
 
There is a one hour prep session per day. Pupils complete prep in supervised areas.  
 
Catching up after absence 
 
If a pupil is away from lessons, he/she is expected to catch up with any classwork and prep activities. 
Pupils should see each teacher to find out what classwork and prep has been missed. Pupils who 
miss part of a lesson due to a music or LAMDA lesson must catch up in the same way as any other 
missed lesson. Pupils should have caught up with any missed work within a week of their absence. 
A session on Sunday afternoon is set aside for catch-up work.  
 
For extended absence, parents should contact their son/daughter’s tutor who will provide help in 
liaising with teachers and in finding out how best to catch up. 
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Equipment for lessons 
 
The following equipment is expected in all lessons. Not having the correct equipment disturbs the 
lesson and hinders learning. 

 Journal 

 Exercise book (if applicable) 

 Black or blue pen 

 HB Pencils  

 Pencil sharpener, eraser and ruler 

 Pair of compasses, protractor (if applicable) 

 Calculator (if applicable) 

Using the Journal 
 
The Journal must be taken to all lessons in order for Rewards and Sanctions to be recorded. Pupils 
should use their Journal to record all prep – including the date when it is due. 
Tutors will check the Journal on a weekly basis.  
 
Reporting to parents 
 
The School sends a grade report on each pupil five or six times during the year. These are uploaded 
onto the parent portal. Full written reports are issued for Year 8 at the end of the Christmas and 
Easter Terms. There will be an opportunity to meet with your child’s tutor at formal parent-teacher 
consultations twice a year. There is, of course, the opportunity to informally consult with any 
teacher at all VISOs.  
 
Target setting and academic mentoring 
 
All pupils will take a computer adaptive test (called the CAT – cognitive ability test) during their first 
month in Year 7, or as an admissions test into Year 8. These tests require no special preparation and 
are generally enjoyed by the pupils. The test measures academic potential and helps the School to 
set individual targets for each pupil. Target grades are reported routinely on reports from the end of 
the Christmas Term in Year 8. 
 
Who do I contact if I have an academic concern? 
 
Whilst we hope that all pupils make good progress at the School, we do understand that from time 
to time parents may have concerns about their son/daughter’s academic progress.  In the first 
instance, contact the tutor directly via the School office.  If the concern is not resolved following 
discussion, please contact the Deputy Head (Academic). 
 
Examinations 
 
Year 8 pupils will have the experience of taking Common Entrance Practice Trial examinations in the 

Baden Powell Hall in preparation for their main Common Entrance examination in June.    
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Art & Design Head of Subject: Miss C Hirons 

Curriculum Map 2017/2018 Year 8 

 

Topic 1 Still Life – Lino Printing 

Approximate length of topic  11 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

The students will be using Still Life to create lino cuts, reworking the design to produce a print 

creating depth. They will look at artists to influence their lino cuts, such as Mark Hearld, who uses 

the printing technique to take the time away from the perfectionism of pencil and tighten freedom. 

Pupils will develop their drawing skills in creating their composition for the lino and develop further 

printing techniques. They will be able to analyse and evaluate their own work and others.  

How learning will be assessed 

The students will be assessed on their ability to use the line and colour in the production of their 

reduction prints.  Their knowledge of the process of creating lino prints and influence of artists 

should be apparent in the decisions they make with their own work and through discussions and 

annotations in their sketchbooks.  The students will show further understanding of composition, use 

of texture and pattern in their work. 

 

 

Topic 2 Instillation Art   

Approximate length of topic  10 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

The students are learning about creating sculpture focusing on artists such as Peter Randall Page, 

using directional lines and form. Focusing on natural forms, using charcoal and tonal pencils to 

create a seed pod instillation. Looking at the detail in objects and capturing into 3D form. Enforcing 

their sketching and tonal skills in their drawings. 

How learning will be assessed 

The students will be assessed on their ability to use the techniques shown to capture the natural 

elements in their instillations.  Their knowledge of the process of creating their sculpture and 

influence of artists should be apparent in the decisions they make with their own work, through 

discussions and annotations in their sketchbooks.   
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Topic 3 Architecture  

Approximate length of topic  14 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

The students will learn about the work of modern and Renaissance architecture, such as Adrian 

Smith’s Burj Khalifa and Michelangelo’s St. Paul’s Basilica.  They will learn the key aspects and 

features of designing any building, focusing on line and shape.  They will gain skills in drawing being 

able to create the effect of 2D design. They will learn the reduction printing technique and how to 

layer stencil printing to create their own building designs. 

How learning will be assessed 

The students will be assessed on their ability to use the line and colour in the production of their 

reduction prints.  Their knowledge of the architectural features and architect’s work should be 

apparent in the decisions they make with their own work and through discussions and annotations 

in their sketchbooks.  The students will show understanding of composition, use of texture and 

pattern in their work. 
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Computing Head of Subject: Mrs. S Lakiotakis 

Curriculum Map 2017/2018 Year 8 

Textbook Compute - IT 2 Computing for Key Stage 3 

 

Topic 1 Unit 1: Operating Systems 

Approximate length of topic 3 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Different contexts exist and how they are designed to work in the different types of Operating 
Systems. 

 Be able to describe what is meant by an operating system 

 Know the names of a range of operating systems 

 Be able to explain the main features of an operating system 

 Be able to identify some common similarities and differences between operating systems 

How learning will be assessed 

Class assignments: 

 Operating systems anagrams - test if the pupil is able to describe what is meant by an 
operating system 

 Crossword on “What is an operating system?” - Is able to explain the main features of an 
operating system 

 Complete Operating systems Excel fact sheet - test if the pupil Is able to identify some 
common similarities and differences between operating systems 

 

Topic 2 Unit 3: Binary 

Approximate length of topic 3 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Introduction to computational thinking. 

 Know the values of each bit of an 8-bit binary string 

 Be able to convert a decimal number to binary (1–15) 

 Be able to convert a decimal number to binary (1–255) 

 Be able to count in binary to 8 bits 

 Show an understanding of multiple methods of converting decimal to binary 

How learning will be assessed 

Class Exercises 

 Binary strings: a brief reminder 

 Bits, nibbles and bytes 

 Calculating binary numbers in decimal 
Quiz 

 Interactive 3.1A 8-bit binary 
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Topic 3 Unit 8: How to make a computer appear smart: 

Approximate length of topic 6 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

What intelligence is, involving the Turing Test – the test of a machine’s ability to exhibit intelligent 
behaviour equivalent to that of a human? 

 Be able to describe some aspects of intelligence 

 Understand that there are debates about whether or not a machine can display intelligence 

 Be able to describe some examples of machines demonstrating behaviours that could be 
considered intelligent 

 Be able to suggest ways in which humans can make use of machines that demonstrate 
seemingly intelligent behaviour 

 Describe how existing artefacts could be improved to make them appear more useful and 
therefore more intelligent 

How learning will be assessed 

Class exercise: 

 What is intelligence? - tests if the pupil can describe some aspects of intelligence; can 
debate about whether or not a machine can display intelligence 

 To what extent can this machine…?-show that they able to describe some examples of 
machines demonstrating behaviours that could be considered intelligent 

 

Topic 4 
Unit 5: Programming using selection statements 
and Boolean expressions 

Approximate length of topic 5 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Introduction to text based languages. 

 Understand that problems need to be broken down into more manageable parts 

 Understand how selection statements can be used to provide alternate paths in a solution 

 Be able to sequence a set of selection statements 

 Be able to combine selection and the Boolean operators AND and OR 

 Be able to use variables as a method of recording incremental changes 

 Write algorithms that use selection statements with Boolean operators 

 Design, use and evaluate computational abstractions that model the state and behaviour of 
real-world problems and physical systems 

  

How learning will be assessed 

Program: Programming selection to make decisions -Understands that problems need to be broken 
down into more manageable parts; understands that problems need to be broken down into more 
manageable parts; and can Is able to combine selection and the AND & OR Boolean operators 
Scratch Compute-IT: Graphical Interpreter: 
Animal classification - Can write algorithms that use selection statements with Boolean operators 
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Topic 5 Unit 7: Sorted! 

Approximate length of topic 6 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Examine how computers and humans cope with sorting, and experiment with running sorting 
algorithms on different sets of data. 

 Be able to explain what is meant by a sorting algorithm 

 Be able to export data to and from a list/array in Scratch (or another graphical programming 
language) 

 Be able to explain how the size of a data set affects the time it takes for an algorithm to sort 
data 

 Make amendments to a given sorting algorithm, for example switching it to sort from 
ascending to descending order 

How learning will be assessed 

Class exercise: 

 Examples of sorting - tests if the pupil can explain what is meant by a sorting algorithm; is 
able to export data to and from a list/array in a graphical programming language; 

 Ascending and descending order -Can make amendments to a given sorting algorithm, for 
example switching it to sort from ascending to descending order 

 Comparing algorithms 

 BogoSort - test if the pupil is able to export data to and from a list/array in a graphical 
programming language and is able to explain how the size of a data set affects the time it 
takes for an algorithm to sort data 

 

Topic 6 Unit 9: Recursive Patterns: 

Approximate length of topic 4 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Recursion, using songs and stories. 

 Be able to identify patterns within songs (what changes and what stays the same) 

 Understand and be able to explain the basic concepts of recursion 

 Be able to understand and explain the key concepts of decomposition and iteration 

 Be able to create an algorithm based on a decomposed problem 

 Be able to identify how a pattern is recursive 

 Be able to write algorithms for a recursive or iterative pattern 

How learning will be assessed 

Raptor and Scratch project 

 One Man Went to Mow – show that they Is able to identify patterns within songs (what 
changes and what stays the same) and are able to explain the basic concept of recursion. 

 Ten Green Bottles -tests if the pupil can explain the basic concept of key concepts of 
decomposition and iteration. 
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Topic 7 Unit 6: Connecting to the internet: 

Approximate length of topic 3 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Connecting to the Internet. 

 Know and understand the common ways to connect to the internet 

 Understand the role of the ISP 

 Understand the relationship between LANs and WANs. 

 Be able to research internet usage and the popularity of different ways to connect to the 
internet 

 Understand the way in which telephone lines are used to transmit digital data 

How learning will be assessed 

Class Exercise: 

 Complete” Excel 6.1 Support for 6.1.6 Think-IT” - Understands the common ways to connect 
to the internet, understands the role of the ISP, and understands the relationship between 
LANs and WANs, internet usage and the popularity of different ways to connect to the 
internet and tests if the pupil can understand the way in which telephone lines are used to 
transmit digital data 

 

Topic 8 Unit 4: Instruction Set Design: 

Approximate length of topic 3 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Using a chosen programming language, looking at different aspects of programming to solve a 
‘real-world’ problem or challenge. 

 Be able to record a sequence of instructions of a given instruction list 

 Be able to identify different routes to a destination and find a route with the least number 
of instructions 

 Be able to discuss the trade-off between a route with a limited number of instructions and 
a route with a limited range of instructions 

 Understand that sensors are used to collect inputs in order to make decisions 

 Know that the more instructions that are used, the more memory is needed 

 Identify the best route from a range of algorithms 

How learning will be assessed 

Class exercise: 

 Rearrange the slide order of PowerPoint Giving instructions 

 Navigating robots on Mars - tests if the pupil can Is able to record a sequence of 
instructions from a given instruction list; is able to identify different routes to a 
destination and find a route with the least number of instructions; is able to discuss the 
trade-off between a route with a limited number of instructions and a route with a limited 
range of instructions; Knows that the more instructions that are used, the more memory 
is needed and can identify the best route from a range of algorithms 

 Which is the best algorithm? 

 RoboDate 
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Assessment Summary  

Assessment period 1 Weeks 1-5 Average of class exercises and Quiz 

Assessment period 2 Weeks 6 -12 Average of class exercises 

Assessment period 3 Weeks 13 - 17 Scratch Program and Raptor Flowchart 

Assessment period 4 Weeks 18 - 23 Average of class exercises 

Assessment period 5 Weeks 24 - 28 Scratch Program and Raptor Flowchart 

Assessment period 6 Weeks 29 -34 Average of class exercises 
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Design Technology 
Head of Subject: Miss S Curry 
 

Curriculum Map 2017/2018 
 

Year 8 

 

Topic 1 Turi Takeway 

Approximate length of topic 
 

9 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

To understand and apply the principles of nutrition and health. 
To research trends in cultural food, the impact it has around the world and how it has created a ‘take 
away’ culture. 
To look at different diets, vegetarian, cultural, religious and celebration. 
To use research results to carry out a survey to see what Year 8 want to eat that they cannot get a 
school.  
To become competent in a range of cooking techniques. 
To prepare and cook ingredients for the purpose of the dish. 
To recognise when food is cooked. 
To increase awareness of taste, texture and smell by investigating seasoning and ingredient 
combinations. 
To adapt takeaway recipes to suit personal tastes and make them healthier. 
To cost a recipe and prepare it for a large group of people. 

How learning will be assessed 

Written assessment to assess knowledge at the beginning and end of the project. 
Ongoing formative assessment to monitor progress in practical sessions. 
Graded final project. 

 

Topic 2 Textiles - Fleece Hats 

Approximate length of topic 
 

9 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

To respond to a design brief and understand the user needs. 
To create a specification to ensure the success of the product. 
To investigate the manufacture and properties of fleece. 
To generate a range of designs to meet the design brief and makes selections with reasons. 
To competently use the sewing machine and identify and explain when problems have occurred. 
To make a ‘made to measure’ pattern. 
To cut, pin and tack the pieces of the hat together. 
To follow step by step instructions to assemble a hat. 
To evaluate quality and accuracy throughout the process. 
To use a success criteria to make judgments about the success of the product. 
 

How learning will be assessed 

Graded written assessment. 
Ongoing formative assessment to monitor progress in practical sessions. 
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Topic 3 Nesting Boxes 

Approximate length of topic 
 

9 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

To respond to a design brief and understand the user needs. 
To create a specification to ensure the success of the product. 
To investigate the manufacture and properties of wood. 
To generate a range of designs to meet the design brief and makes selections with reasons. 
To investigate different methods for joining wood and evaluate the most suitable method taking into 
consideration time, cost, aesthetics and strength. 
To make a scale model to create accurate templates. 
To learn different methods for presenting a design idea, including isometric drawing. 
To follow step by step instructions to assemble a nesting box. 
To evaluate quality and accuracy throughout the process. 
To use a success criteria to make judgments about the success of the product. 

How learning will be assessed 

Graded written assessment. 
Ongoing formative assessment to monitor progress in practical sessions. 
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Drama Head of Subject: Miss S May 

Curriculum Map 2017/2018 Year 8 

 

Topic 1 Introduction to Drama including story 
telling  

Approximate length of topic 5 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 Use storytelling to create a whole class performance 

 Understand the Key skills needed in Drama and be able to demonstrate them. 

 Understand and be able to rehearse in small groups sharing ideas and creating original  
performances.  

 How learning will be assessed 

Formative weekly verbal teacher and peer assessment  
Summative assessment of final practical performance of 
storytelling to whole school  
 
 

 

Topic 2 Poetry / Story/ speech  

Approximate length of topic 6 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

• To explore how to dramatise  a poem/ short story / speech/ monologue 
• To use a range of voice techniques  
• To use the techniques of gesture/ mime to enhance a text based performed as a soliloquy  

How learning will be assessed 

Formative weekly verbal teacher and peer assessment  
Peer group performance and /or whole school performance 
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Topic 3 Script work 

Approximate length of topic 7 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 Provide a skill base for the interpretation and performance of Drama scripts. 

 Develop pupils’ ability to work positively, enthusiastically, cooperatively and with discipline 
towards a common goal. 

 Develop pupils’ appreciation of and enthusiasm for the art form of theatre in all its forms. 

How learning will be assessed 

Formative weekly verbal teacher and peer assessment  
Devising, scripting and performing in plays 
Discussing and reviewing their own and others’ performances 
Summative assessment of final filmed performance  

 
 

Topic 4 Devising 

Approximate length of topic 5 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

• To collaborate in a group to create a piece of 
performance  

• To demonstrate use of medium to enhance a 
performance 

• To document the devising process in a portfolio 
 To write a mock GCSE written exam from the Year 9 course How learning will be assessed 

Formative weekly verbal teacher and peer assessment 
To create and perform stories  
To peer assess another group’s story 
Assessment focus is on storytelling skills and drama techniques used 

 
 

Assessment Summary 

Assessment period 1 Weeks 1-5 Small group practical assessment of basic drama 
skills and expectations 

Assessment period 2 Weeks 6 -12 Create short group/ individual performances  

Assessment period 3 Weeks 13 - 17 Filmed group scripted  performances 

Assessment period 4 Weeks 18 - 23 
To create and perform a group 
devised piece on an original idea 
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English Head of Subject: Mrs C Scott 

Curriculum Map 2017/2018 Year 8 

 

Topic 1 Travel Writing 

Approximate length of topic 6 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 

 To use and adapt the conventions and forms of texts on paper and on screen. 

 To develop viewpoint, voice and ideas. 

 To improve vocabulary for precision and impact 

 To develop varied linguistic and literary techniques 

 To develop and use editing and proofreading skills on paper and on screen 
 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Pupils will produce a travel writing brochure/leaflet to advertise a city/country of their choice. 
 

 

Topic 2 War Poetry 

Approximate length of topic 5 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 

 To understand and respond to ideas, viewpoints, themes and purposes in texts. 

 To read and engage with a wide and varied range of poetry texts. 

 To analyse how writers' use of linguistic and literary features shapes and influences 
meaning. 

 To develop varied linguistic and literary techniques. 
 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Pupils will produce a detailed analysis of war poem(s) under controlled conditions. 
 

 

Topic 3 Trial CE Exam Preparation 

Approximate length of topic 4 weeks 

Main learning objectives 



 

Year 8 Curriculum Booklet 2017 - 2018                                                                                       Page | 
17  

 

 

                                   

To increase pupils’ competency and confidence in all four sections of the CE exams, building on prior 
learning. 
To be able to apply previous evaluations and target-setting processes to improve current 
performance. 
 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Pupils will practise the four sections of the CE English exams under exam conditions using past 
papers. 
 

 

Topic 4 Speeches 

Approximate length of topic 4 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 

 To explore what makes an effective speech. 

 To develop an understanding of rhetorical language and how this is employed in speeches. 

 To develop and adapt speaking skills and strategies in formal and informal contexts 

 To use and adapt the conventions and forms of spoken texts. 
 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Pupils will research, plan, write, practise and deliver a performance speech to their peers on a topic 
of their choice, with the use of ICT to help with preparation and delivery.  The written transcript will 
also be assessed for its effectiveness in its use of rhetorical devices and awareness of speechwriting 
technique. 
 

Topic 5 Revision & CE Exam Preparation 

Approximate length of topic 5 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 

 To increase pupils’ competency and confidence in all four sections of the CE exams, building 
on prior learning. 

 To be able to apply previous evaluations and target-setting processes to improve 
performance in final examinations. 

 

How learning will be assessed 

Pupils will continue to practise the four sections of the CE English exams under exam conditions 
using past papers. 
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Topic 6 Post - CE Programme 

Approximate length of topic 4 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 
Pre Year 9 Induction to English – to be confirmed 
 

 

Topic 7 Class Reader: Set Text  

Approximate length of topic 29 weeks  (September to May) 

Main learning objectives 

 

 To read and engage with a wide and varied range of prose texts. 

 To understand and respond to ideas, viewpoints, themes and purposes in texts. 

 To develop and adapt active reading skills and strategies. 
 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Depending on the choice of class reading text, pupils will write a literary essay exploring their 
understanding and comprehension of plot, character, language and themes, thereby developing 
their extended essay-writing skills. 
 

  

Assessment Summary  

Assessment period 1 Weeks 1-6 Produce a travel writing brochure 

Assessment period 2 Weeks 7 -13 
Extended poetry analysis under controlled 
conditions 

Assessment period 3 Weeks 14 - 18 
Exam preparation and practice under controlled 
conditions 

Assessment period 4 Weeks 19 - 23 
Individual performance speech delivered to 
whole class, plus assessment of transcript. 

Assessment period 5 Weeks 24 - 28 
Exam preparation and practice under controlled 
conditions 

Assessment period 6 Weeks 29 -33 To be confirmed 

Assessment period 7 Weeks 1 - 29 Literary essay based on class set text reader 
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Geography 
Head of Subject: Miss D Anastasi 
 

Curriculum Map 2017/2018 
 

Year 8 

 

Topic 1  Economic Activities 

Approximate length of topic 
 

8 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 Illustrate the different sectors of economic activity 

 Suggest a relationship between the level of economic development and the percentage of 
people working in each sector 

 How economic activities operate in contrasting locations. Reasons for their locations and 
their inputs, throughputs, outputs and linkages. 

 How economic development can be sustainable 

 Baringo Fieldwork Project on sustainable agricultural practices in the region. 
 

How learning will be assessed 

By outcome of written tasks in lessons and prep 
Summative test at end of topic 
 

 

Topic 2  Transport  

Approximate length of topic 
 

4 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 

 Evaluate how transport routes link settlement and industries and affect quality of life 

 Analyse the advantages and disadvantages of transporting people and goods by each mode 

 Investigate a case study of a transport project where economic costs/benefits are weighed 
against environmental costs/benefits 

 

How learning will be assessed: CE style and past paper questions. Continuous assessment in class 
and prep. 
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Topic 3  Weather 

Approximate length of topic 
 

3 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 

 To illustrate the difference between weather and climate 

 Weather observations and how we record them. Uses of this information. Discuss optimum 
positioning of a weather station. 

 To be able to identify and explain the three types of rainfall. 

 To analyse rainfall and temperature data from various sources. 
 

How learning will be assessed 

By outcome of written tasks in lessons and prep 
Summative test at end of topic 

 

Topic 4  Climate 

Approximate length of topic 
 

5 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

To describe the causes of temperature and rainfall variation from place to place in the British Isles. 
To explain the influence of 

 Latitude 

 Altitude 

 Relief 

 Prevailing winds  

 Distance from the coast 

 The N Atlantic Drift 

 The Jet Stream 
To suggest how site conditions can influence the microclimate of an area. Discuss site conditions – 
aspect, surface, shelter, relief, physical features, buildings – and how they affect microclimates. 
Identify different microclimates within the school and record data in these places. 
To illustrate the Water Cycle using the following terms; evaporation, transpiration, condensation, 
precipitation, interception, surface run-off, infiltration and throughflow. 

How learning will be assessed: 
By outcome of written tasks in lessons and prep 
Summative test at end of topic 
The trial Common Entrance exam is carried out the week after half-term.  

Topic 5 Ordnance Survey Map Skills 

Approximate length of topic Taught throughout whole year 

Main learning objectives 

Demonstrating how to use: 4 and 6-figure grid references. Eastings and Northings. Spot heights and 
contours. Direction. Orientation (8 points of compass). Distance and using a scale. Area. 
Following routes, identifying landscape features such as slope, steepness, plateau, flood plain, valley, 
headland, bay, meander. Annotate simple sketch sections. Using maps in decision-making. Describe 
the site, situation and shape of settlements. 
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How learning will be assessed:  

 
CE style and past paper questions. Continuous assessment in class and prep. 
 

 

Topic 6 Global Location 

Approximate length of topic Taught throughout whole year 

Main learning objectives 

Stimulate curiosity about the world. Candidates should recognize and be able to locate the places in 
appendix 1 of the ISEB Geography syllabus. 

How learning will be assessed:  

CE style and past paper questions. Continuous assessment in class and prep. 
 
 

 

Trinity term of Year 8 is given over to revision for the final Common Entrance exams in June.  
Post exams, the pupils carry out practical fieldwork activities on-site and work in the ICT suite on GIS 
using resources such as Google Earth.  
 

 

Assessment Summary 
 

Assessment period 1  End of topic test (Economic Activities) 

Assessment period 2  End of topic test (Transport) 

Assessment period 3  End of Christmas Term(all CE topics taught so 
far) 

Assessment period 4  End of topic test (Weather and Climate) 

Assessment period 5  Trial Common Entrance Exams (February) 

Assessment period 6  Common Entrance Exams (June) 
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History 
Head of Department: Mrs. N Draper 

Curriculum Map 2017/2018 Year 8 

Topic 1 World War Two 

Approximate length of topic 12 Weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Areas to cover: 

 The Treaty of Versailles 

 The Great Depression and the rise of Hitler 

 New Germany 

 Appeasement 

 German advances 

 Blitzkrieg 

 Dunkirk 

 The Battle of Britain 

 The Blitz 

 The Battle of the Atlantic 

 Evacuation and Rationing 

 Operation Barbarossa 

 D-Day and the end of the war in Europe 

 Pearl Harbour 

 The War in the Pacific 

 Atom bombs and the end of the war in the East 
 
Skills to be covered/assessed: 

 Demonstrate an understanding of chronology 

 Explain causes and consequences of historical events 

 Explain the differences between ways of life at different times 

 Demonstrate historical interpretation of evidence and sources 

 Show historical enquiry through studying a range of sources 

 Organise analyse and communicate using the appropriate historical vocabulary 

How learning will be assessed 

 Ongoing assessment through structured analysis and answering of questions in book work. 

 Presentation of historical knowledge and understanding through creation of historical 
documents (speeches/posters/diary extracts) 

 Exam assessment mid-way through the term, covering source analysis and construction of 
a historical argument, along the lines of the Common Entrance exam. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Year 8 Curriculum Booklet 2017 - 2018                                                                                       Page | 
23  

 

 

                                   

Topic 2 South Africa 

Approximate length of topic 10 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Areas to cover: 

 The arrival and establishment of white settlers in South Africa 

 The split between British Whites and the Voortrekkers 

 The Great Trek 

 The Boer War (Second) 

 South African independence  

 A new Afrikaner state 

 The establishment of Apartheid 

 Apartheid restrictions and rules 

 Internal opposition to Apartheid 

 External opposition to Apartheid 

 The fall of Apartheid 

 Steps towards a 'rainbow nation' 
 
Skills to be covered/assessed: 

 Demonstrate an understanding of chronology 

 Explain causes and consequences of historical events 

 Explain the differences between ways of life at different times 

 Demonstrate historical interpretation of evidence and sources 

 Show historical enquiry through studying a range of sources 

 Organise analyse and communicate using the appropriate historical vocabulary 

How learning will be assessed 

 Ongoing assessment through structured analysis and answering of questions in book work. 

 Presentation of historical knowledge and understanding through creation of historical 
documents (speeches/posters/diary extracts) 

 Exam assessment mid-way through the term, covering source analysis and construction of 
a historical argument, along the lines of the Common Entrance exam. 
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Topic 3 Revision 

Approximate length of topic 6 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

- Revise topics covered over the course of the year. 
- Create successful revision techniques  
- Understand the mark scheme for Common Entrance and how to achieve this through answers. 

How learning will be assessed 

 Topic research and recap quiz 

 Practice essays focusing on different sections of the mark scheme 

 Practice source analysis questions, in particular assessing understand of source usefulness and 
reliability 

Topic 4 The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 

Approximate length of topic 5 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 Explain why Germany engaged in the Holocaust 

 Explore the roles of the different individuals in the story 

 Empathise with and explain how and why characters may have acted as they did 

How learning will be assessed 

 - Structured presentation from the point of view of one character, looking at their role in 
the story and explaining how and why they were able to/chose to act as they did. 

Assessment Summary 

Assessment period 1  World War 2 Topic Exam (Common Entrance 
Style) 

Assessment period 2  South Africa Topic Exam (Common Entrance 
Mock) 

Assessment period 3  Common Entrance Exam 

Assessment period 4  Character Presentation on The Boy in the 
Striped Pyjamas 
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Mathematics 
Head of Department: Mr D Spragg 
 

Curriculum Map 2017/2018 
 

Year 8 Set 1 

 

Topic 1 Algebra 

Approximate length of topic 4 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 Multiplying out Brackets 

 Simplifying 

 Factorising Solving Simple Equations 

 Squares and Square Roots 

 Solving Equations with x2 

 Solving Equations with Brackets 

 Solving Equations with Fractions 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
 

 

Topic 2 Area 

Approximate length of topic 2 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Area of Parallelograms 
Area of Triangles 
Finding the Height 
Area of Trapeziums 
Area of Kites 
Mixed Questions 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
 

 

Topic 3 Graphs – Straight Line 

Approximate length of topic 1.5 week 

Main learning objectives 

Graphs Parallel to the Axes 
Graphs Coordinates 
Drawing Graphs Parallel to the Axes 
Drawing Graphs 
Straight Line Graphs 
Substituting Negatives 
Completing Tables and Drawing Graphs 
Introduction to parabolas 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
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Topic 4 Number 

Approximate length of topic 1 week 

Main learning objectives 

Rounding to Decimal Places 
Rounding to Significant Figures 
More Estimating 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
 

 

Topic 5 Scale drawing and Bearings 

Approximate length of topic 1.5 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

How to use a Compass 
Using Bearings 
Using Scales 
Calculating Bearings 
Measuring Bearings 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
 

 

Topic 6 Circles 

Approximate length of topic 1 week 

Main learning objectives 

Investigation into Circles 
Circumference of Circles 
Area of Circles: Investigation 
Area of Semi-Circles and Quadrants 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
 

 

Topic 7 Transformations 

Approximate length of topic 1.5 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Reflections  
Rotations 
Translations 
Mixed Transformations 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
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Topic 8 Volume 

Approximate length of topic 1 week 

Main learning objectives 

Cubes and Cuboids 
Prisms 
Extension Questions-Max Volume 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
 

 

Topic 9 Data and data handling 

Approximate length of topic 2 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Grouping Data 
Pie Charts 
Scatter Graphs 
Extension Questions 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
 

 

Topic 10 Algebra 

Approximate length of topic 1 week 

Main learning objectives 

x on both sides of an equation 
Mixed Equations 
Worded Algebra Problems 
Extension Questions 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
 

 

Topic 11 Sequences 

Approximate length of topic 1.5 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Finding the next terms 
Equations to Sequences 
Quadratics 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 

Topic 12 Algebra- Trial and improvement / Inequalities 

Approximate length of topic 1 week 

Main learning objectives 
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Finding answers to trial and improvement questions 
Solving equations 
Solving equations using inequalities 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
 

Each topic will be tested when completed. 

Trial Exams take place twice before the final CE in June. 

Whenever possible, each set will have a weekly practice Mental Arithmetic paper. 

Year 7/8 should also have a weekly slot in the ICT Room for MyMaths. 

Prep is given once a week, based either on the work being taught or as revision of previously 
covered topics. 
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Mathematics 
Head of Department: Mr D Spragg 
 

Curriculum Map 2017/2018 
 

Year 8 Sets 2 to 4 

 

Topic 1 Fractions 

Approximate length of topic 1 week 

Main learning objectives 

 Fractions simplification review 

 Link fractions decimals percentages 

 Adding & Subtracting fractions 

 Fraction of an amount 

 Multiplying fractions 

 Dividing Fractions 

 Problems with Fractions 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
 

 

Topic 2 Probability 

Approximate length of topic 1 week 

Main learning objectives 

Probability of an Event Happening/ Not Happening 
Probability of a Second Event 
Probability with Two Events 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
 

 

Topic 3 Data Handling 

Approximate length of topic 1.5 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Mean, Range, Median, Mode 
Frequency Tables and Frequency Diagrams 
Displaying Pie Charts 
Interpreting Pie Charts 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
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Topic 4 Algebra 

Approximate length of topic 2.5 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

The Rules of Algebra 
Multiples and Powers of x 
Multiplication and Division 
Which Number is Indexed 
Addition and Subtraction of Negative Numbers 
Multiplication of Negative Numbers 
Division of Negative Numbers 
Algebraic Substitution 
Substitution into Formulae 
Writing Formulae 
Shape Formulae 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
 

 

Topic 5 Angles and Polygons 

Approximate length of topic 2 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Angles 
Angles within Parallel Lines 
An Introduction to Polygons 
Investigation of Polygons 
Sum of Interior Angles of a Polygon 
Interior Angle of a Regular Polygon 
Finding Angles in a Polygon 
Test on Angles and Polygons 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
 

 

Topic 6 Fractions, Decimals and Percentages 

Approximate length of topic 2 week 

Main learning objectives 

Fractions-Decimals-Percentages- An Introduction 
Percentage of an Amount (Non Calc) 
Percentage of an Amount (Calc) 
Percentage of an Amount (Worded) 
Calculating the Percentage 
Profit and Loss 
 

How learning will be assessed 

Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
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Topic 7 Ratio and Enlargement 

Approximate length of topic 2.5 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

An Introduction to Ratio 
Simplifying Ratio 
Finding the Ratio 
Ratio as a Fraction 
Ratio as parts of a whole 
Solving Problems with Ratio 
Scale Drawings 
Using Scale 
Proportion – Unitary Method 
Ratio and Enlargement 
Enlargement on a Grid 
Drawing the Enlargement 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
 

 

Topic 8 Algebra 

Approximate length of topic 3 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Multiplying out Brackets 
Multiplying out Brackets and Simplifying 
Multiplying out Brackets and Simplifying with minuses 
Factorising 
Solving Simple Equations 
Squares and Square Roots 
Solving Equations with x2 
Solving Equations with Brackets 
Solving Equations with Fractions 
Solving Harder Equations 
Writing Equations with Brackets 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
 

 

Topic 9 Area 

Approximate length of topic 1 week 

Main learning objectives 

Area of Parallelograms 
Area of Triangles 
Finding the Height 
Area of Trapeziums 
Area of Kites 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
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Topic 10 Straight Line Graphs 

Approximate length of topic 1.5 week 

Main learning objectives 

Graphs Parallel to the Axes 
Graphs Coordinates 
Drawing Graphs Parallel to the Axes 
Drawing Graphs 
Straight Line Graphs 
Substituting Negatives 
Completing Tables and Drawing Graphs                    

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
 

 

Topic 11 Circles 

Approximate length of topic 1 week 

Main learning objectives 

Circumference of Circles 
Area of Circles 
Area of Semi-Circles and Quadrants 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
 

 

Topic 12 Transformations 

Approximate length of topic 1.5 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Reflections 
Rotations 
Translations 
Mixed Transformations 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Written assessment linked to CE Exams 
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Topic 13 Volume 

Approximate length of topic 1 week 

Main learning objectives 

Cubes and Cuboids 
Solving Volume Problems 
Prisms 

How learning will be assessed 

Written assessment linked to CE Exams 

 

Topic 14 Data Handling 

Approximate length of topic 1 week 

Main learning objectives 

How learning will be assessed 

Written assessment linked to CE Exam. 

 

Topic 15 Algebra 

Approximate length of topic 1 week 

Main learning objectives 

X on both sides of an equation 
Mixed Equations 
Worded Algebra Problems 

How learning will be assessed 

Written assessment linked to CE Exams 

 

Topic 16 Sequences 

Approximate length of topic 1 week 

Main learning objectives 

Finding the next terms 
Finding the next terms from Patterns 
Equations to Sequences 
Finding the Rule 

How learning will be assessed 

Written assessment linked to CE Exams 

 
 
 
 
 

Each topic will be tested when completed. 

Trial Exams take place twice before the final CE in June. 

Whenever possible, each set will have a weekly practice Mental Arithmetic paper. 

Year 7/8 should also have a weekly slot in the ICT Room for MyMaths. 

Prep is given once a week, based either on the work being taught or as revision of previously 
covered topics. 
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French Head of Subject: Mme M Baugniet 

Curriculum Map 2017/2018 Year 8 

Textbook Metro 4 

 

Topic 1 Les vacances 

Approximate length of topic 12 

Main learning objectives 

 To talk about what you normally do on your holidays – present tense 

 To say what the weather is like on holidays and what activities you do 

 To describe a holiday you went on in the past – perfect tense 

 To talk about a holiday you will go on – near future 

 To say what your ideal holiday would be – conditional tense 

How learning will be assessed 

Regular vocabulary tests. 
Assessed paragraph on each topic - differentiated success criteria given. 
End of unit test – this will include all four skills and grammar covered. 

 

Topic 2 Où habites-tu? 

Approximate length of topic 10 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 To describe my house – prepositions 

 To talk about my bedroom - comparative 

 To say what there is in my town 

 To give advantages and disadvantages of where I live 

 To describe environmental problems in my area - negatives 

How learning will be assessed 

Regular vocabulary tests. 
Assessed paragraph on each topic - differentiated success criteria given. 
End of unit test – this will include all four skills and grammar covered. 

 

Topic 3 Revision and Exam Skills 

Approximate length of topic 10 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Revision of the following topics: 

 Alphabet 

 Numbers and dates 

 Personal descriptions  
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 Family 

 School 

 Household chores  

 Daily routine 

 Health 

 Hobbies 

 Directions 

 Food and drink 

 Weather 

 Clothes 

 Time 
Revision of the following grammar: 

 Present tense verbs – regular and irregular 

 Negatives 

 Masculine, feminine and plural nouns 

 Perfect tense 

 Near future tense 

 Adjectival agreement 

 Prepositions 

 The comparative 

How learning will be assessed 

Regular vocabulary tests. 
Past papers (listening, reading and writing) and mock oral exams. 

  

Assessment Summary  

Assessment period 1 Weeks 1-5 Written assessment on each topic 

Assessment period 2 Weeks 6 -12 End of unit test – 4 skills and grammar 

Assessment period 3 Weeks 13 - 17 Written assessment on each topic 

Assessment period 4 Weeks 18 - 23 End of unit test – 4 skills and grammar 

Assessment period 5 Weeks 24 - 28 Past papers 

Assessment period 6 Weeks 29 -34 Past papers 
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MUSIC Head of Subject: Mr A Luvai 

Curriculum Map 2017/2018 Year 8 

 

Topic 1 
Britain Since 1930  
Exploring Music of the Second World War 

Approximate length of topic 6 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 Learn about the changes in musical styles in Britain from the 1930’s 

 Learn about music in Britain during the Second World War 

 Learn a traditional Second World War song and move to a piece of Swing music  

 Learn about the shape of melodies in World War II songs and how melodies can move by steps 
and leaps 

 Learn some traditional Second World War songs and move to a piece of Swing music  

 Learn about the sounds of WWII sirens and how their “sliding sound” can be produced by using 
the Chromatic Scale which moves entirely by stepwise pitches 

 Learn how the sounds of WWII can be shown and performed in a graphic score 

 Learn about Big Bands and Swing Music during the 1930’s and 1940’s 

 Learn about Theme and Variations in Big Band and Swing Music 

 Learn to sing and perform the melody of a famous song  

 Learn about Theme and Variations by exploring how a Theme can be altered, changed and varied 
by using musical techniques to create a set of Variations 
 

How learning will be assessed 

 Refine, rehearse, record, perform and evaluate own and others work 

 Continuous assessment every lesson  

 Verbal feedback 

 Written activity sheets in lessons 

 End of topic quiz 

 



 

Year 8 Curriculum Booklet 2017 - 2018                                                                                       Page | 
37  

 

 

                                   

 

Topic 2 
Musicals 
Exploring Songs from the Stage 

Approximate length of topic 6 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 Learn about the origins and development of musical theatre which have led to the modern 
day musical  

 Understand how these influences have led to a wide variety of styles in musical theatre 

 To consolidate understanding of distinction between musicals and opera 

 Learn about the importance on the “opening number” of a musical and how it sets the scene 
and style for forthcoming events, plot, storyline and characters 

 Sing an opening song from a musical with a sense of style and perform a “vamp” 
introduction to “All That Jazz” using the chord of C 

 Learn about the importance on the “opening number” of a musical and how it sets the scene 
and style for forthcoming events, plot, storyline and characters 

 Take part in a group performance of the “opening number” from the musical “Chicago” – ‘All 
That Jazz’ with an awareness of occasion, purpose and context 

 Learn how a chorus song, featuring soloists, is used within the context of a musical 

 Take part in a class performance of a chorus song with an awareness of the roles of different 
vocal and instrumental parts and how they fit together  

 Learn how songs from musicals create a range of different emotions and moods, suitable to 
the overall theme, style, storyline and plot of the musical as a whole 

 Compose, rehearse, refine and perform a scene from a musical in response to a given stimuli 
with a sense of occasion, style and context 

 Learn how songs from musicals create a range of different emotions and moods, suitable to 
the overall theme, style, storyline and plot of the musical as a whole 

 Perform a song from a musical as part of a group ensemble with a sense of occasion, style 
and context 

 

How learning will be assessed 

 Refine, rehearse, record, perform and evaluate own and others work 

 Continuous assessment every lesson  

 Verbal feedback 

 Written activity sheets in lessons 

 End of topic quiz 
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Topic 3 
Soundtracks 
Exploring Film Music 

Approximate length of topic 6 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 

 Learn about the concept of mood and how music and soundtracks encapsulate the main 
mood of a film 

 Learn how leitmotifs are used to represent certain characters and situations in film music 

 Learn about music and soundtracks encapsulating the main mood of a film  

 Learn to perform a Leitmotif and different musical Themes based on a film character  

 Learn about cue sheets and how film soundtrack composers use these to assist in planning 
musical events with an emphasis on timings 

 To plan and compose a short soundtrack for a film  using a leitmotif and themes to represent 
a character and suitable sound effects to create an appropriate mood and atmosphere 

 Learn about the music used in “Western” films (Cowboys & Indians!) and perform a famous 
theme from a ‘Western’  

 Learn about CONCORDS and DISCORDS and how film music composers have used DISCORDS 
in their SOUNDTRACKS to create a mood of tension and suspense 

 To plan and compose a SOUNDTRACK to a Horror Movie using a STORYBOARD using a 
DISCORD and choosing suitable sounds to create an effect 

 Revise all learning on Film Music including key words and musical devices when listening to a 
range of music for films 

 Perform a range of famous Leitmotifs from films of increasing difficulty 
 

How learning will be assessed 

• Refine, rehearse, record, perform and evaluate own and others work 
• Continuous assessment every lesson  
• Verbal feedback 
• Written activity sheets in lessons 
• End of topic quiz 

 

Topic 4 
Indian Music 
Exploring Raga 

Approximate length of topic 6 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

• Know and have a basic understanding of Indian culture with regards to Indian music 
• Recognise Indian musical instruments and their function within ragas 
• Know and understand the term raga 
• Understand the nature of ragas and how they have different moods 
• Perform and compose own ragas 
• Appreciate how improvisations are based on the notes of a raga 
• Identify drones as a use of accompaniment 
• Explore musical instruments that are capable of playing drones 
• Perform and compose drones 
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• To combine elements from previous lessons on Indian music into one complete work using 
the elements of Alap, Jor, Gat and Jhalla to form a complete raga performance with 
awareness of structure 

• To link all sections of an Indian raga into one whole performance with clear moods, tempo 
and a sense of form and structure 

• Evaluate their own and others’ work 
• Explore how Indian music has been used in music of different times and different places 

 

How learning will be assessed 

 
• Refine, rehearse, record, perform and evaluate own and others work 
• Continuous assessment every lesson  
• Verbal feedback 
• Written activity sheets in lessons 
• End of topic quiz 

 

 

Topic 5 
Popular Song 
House Music competition 

Approximate length of topic 6 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

• Learn how different types of songs are used in many different cultures, times and places 
• Learn how songs can be performed in different styles to create different effects 
• Learn about the structure and textural layers of Popular Songs 
• Perform a Popular Song as part of a group with an awareness of structure and textural layers 
• Perform am arrangement of a Popular Song as part of a group with an awareness of 

structure and textural layers 
• Evaluate own and others arrangements of a Popular Song and explore how other artists and 

groups have created their own arrangement of the same song 
• Learn about hooks and riffs and how these have been used in popular songs 
• Listen to and perform a number of hooks and riffs used in popular songs 
• Compose, rehearse and perform a Popular Song as part of group with an awareness of song 

structure, textural layers and hooks and riffs 
• Rehearse and perform a Popular Song as part of group with an awareness of song structure 

and textural layers creating own group arrangement 

How learning will be assessed 

 
• Refine, rehearse, record, perform and evaluate own and others work 
• Continuous assessment every lesson  
• Verbal feedback 
• Written activity sheets in lessons 
• End of topic quiz 
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Topic 6 
House Music competition 
Post CE Project 
Advanced Class Band 

Approximate length of topic 6 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 
• Listen to and perform a number of hooks and riffs used in popular songs 
• Compose, rehearse and perform a Popular Song as part of group with an awareness of song 

structure, textural layers and hooks and riffs 
• Rehearse and perform a Popular Song as part of group with an awareness of song structure 

and textural layers creating own group arrangement 
 
 

How learning will be assessed 

 
• Refine, rehearse, record, perform and evaluate own and others work 
• Continuous assessment every lesson  
• Verbal feedback 

 

  

Assessment Summary  

Assessment period 1 Weeks 1-5 
Written and Practical Assessment on Music in 
the 1930’s (focusing on the 2nd World War) 

Assessment period 2 Weeks 6 -12 Written and Practical Assessment on Musicals 

Assessment period 3 Weeks 13 - 17 
Written and Practical Assessment on 
Soundtracks 

Assessment period 4 Weeks 18 - 23 
Written and Practical Assessment on Indian 
Music 

Assessment period 5 Weeks 24 - 28 
Written and Practical Assessment on Popular 
Song 

Assessment period 6 Weeks 29 -34 
Practical Performance by the Advanced Class 
Band 
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Physical Education Head of Subject: Mr. J. Morgan 

Curriculum Map 2017/2018 Year 8 

 

Topic 1 Athletics 

Approximate length of topic 7weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 
Learn different training techniques to enhance performance in the following athletic disciplines: 

 Sprints: 100m/200m  

 Middle Distance: 800m/1500m 

 Jumps: Long jump, triple jump and high jump 

 Throws: Javelin, discuss, shot-put 

 Officiating: Knowledge of the main rules of each event and ability to measure/time and 
record for each event. 

 

How learning will be assessed 

 
The following assessment strategies will be used: 

 Teacher assessment of student’s performance in practical situation. 

 Assessment of student’s times and distances achieved. 
 

 

Topic 2 Team Building 

Approximate length of topic 5 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 Learn and describe the meaning of leadership and teamwork 

 Develop ability to work as part of a team 

 Develop trust and confidence in team while working in a group 

 Learn and develop effective means of communication, both verbal and non-verbal 

 Develop leadership qualities 

 Develop problem-solving capabilities 
 

How learning will be assessed 

 
The following assessment strategies will be used: 

 Formative assessment: observation of pupils in practical situations 

 Question and answer of key leadership and teamwork principles 
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Topic 3 Tennis 

Approximate length of topic 5 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 
Demonstrate the following techniques: 

 The correct grip of the racket 

 Forehand shot: Feet positioning/movement, shoulder/arm movement 

 Backhand shot: Feet positioning/movement, shoulder/arm movement 

 Serve: Ball toss, feet positioning/movement, shoulder/arm movement 
Understanding of the rules including the following: 

 Meaning of different lines on the court 

 Scoring system 
 

How learning will be assessed 

The following assessment strategies will be used: 

 Teacher assessment of student’s performance in practical situation 

 Assessment through skills tests  
 

 

Topic 4 Swimming 

Approximate length of topic 5 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 
Develop correct techniques in the following: 

 Freestyle: arm-stroke and kick 

 Butterfly: arm-stroke and kick 

 Breast-stroke: arm-stroke and kick 

 Back-stroke: arm-stroke and kick 
Develop understanding of basic water safety 
Introduce watersports such as waterpolo, diving, synchronized swimming and develop 
understanding of main rules and techniques of sport 
 

How learning will be assessed 

The following assessment strategies will be used: 

 Teacher assessment of student’s performance in practical situation. 

 Assessment of student’s times or different strokes 
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Topic 5 Badminton 

Approximate length of topic 5 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Acquiring and developing skills - Improve consistency, quality and use of skills in the games played:  

 Low Serve;  

 Net shot;  

 High serve;  

 Overhead clear;  

 Backhand clear;  

 Drop shot;  

 Smash 
To adapt strategies, taking account of their own strengths and weaknesses and changing conditions 
and situations: 

 Attacking and defending in singles 

 Shot variation and placement 

 Exploiting weaknesses in opposition 
 

How learning will be assessed 

The following assessment strategies will be used: 

 Teacher assessment of student’s performance in practical situation 

 Assessment through skills tests  
 
 

 

Topic 6 Basketball 

Approximate length of topic 5 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Developing team attacking and defending strategies and techniques: 

 To be able to perform passing and receiving techniques and use to outwit opposition 

 To develop an understanding about attacking principles related to basketball 

 To be able to outwit opponents with the use of defending skills 
 

How learning will be assessed 

The following assessment strategies will be used: 

 Teacher assessment of student’s performance in practical situation 

 Assessment through skills tests  
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Religious Studies Head of Subject: Miss L Gray 

Curriculum Map 2017/2018 Year 8 

 

Topic 1 Islam 

Approximate length of topic 13 

Main learning objectives 

 
To explore the basic beliefs and practices of Islam and to understand what it means to be a Muslim 
in the world today. Topics include : Allah, Muhammad (pbuh), Isa, Akhirah, Hijab, Halal, Jihad, 
Aqiqah.  
 

How learning will be assessed 

This topic is assessed through a mini-test which assesses knowledge of the content, and an exam-
style question. Exam questions on this topic will also feature on all subsequent examinations in Year 
8. 
 

 

Topic 2 Contemporary Moral Issues 

Approximate length of topic 12 

Main learning objectives 

 
To consider the contemporary moral issues of Prejudice & Discrimination, Sanctity of Life and Animal 
Rights and to explore faith responses to these issues from Christianity & Islam. 
 

How learning will be assessed 

 
This topic is assessed through a mini-test which assesses knowledge of the content, and an exam-
style question. Exam questions on this topic will also feature on all subsequent examinations in Year 
8. 
 
 

 

 In Trinity Term pupils spend half a term revising all work from year 7 & 8 in preparation for their end 

of year examination. 

Following the examination week pupils participate in the Post-Common Entrance programme. 
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Assessment Summary  

Assessment period 1 Weeks 1-5 Exam style question on Islam 

Assessment period 2 Weeks 6 -12 Year 8 Examination week & mini-test 

Assessment period 3 Weeks 13 - 17 Year 8 Mock examinations 

Assessment period 4 Weeks 18 - 23 Contemporary Issues mini-test. 

Assessment period 5 Weeks 24 - 28  

Assessment period 6 Weeks 29 -34 End of Year 8 Examination  
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Science: Biology Head of Subject: Mr H Richter 

Curriculum Map 2017/2018 Year 8 

Textbook Activate 

 

Topic 1 
Nutrition & Digestion 

Approximate length of topic 3 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Nutrition & Digestion 
Balanced Diet 

Carbohydrates, Proteins, Fats, Minerals, Vitamins, Fibre, Water 
Sources of the above 
Dangers of too much fat/ too little Vitamin C & Calcium 

Iodine test for Starch 
Food is a fuel and for growth and repair. (Uses of Proteins, Fats and Carbohydrates) 

 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Summative Assessment compiled from Common Entrance Past Paper Questions and Activate 
questions at end of topic. 
Year Group Examination on Topic as part of the whole subject. 
Teacher, Peer and Self-Assessment throughout 
 

CE references  

Nutrition & Digestion 

 the content of a healthy human diet: carbohydrates, lipids (fats and oils), proteins, 
vitamins, minerals, dietary fibre and water the value of a balanced diet; foods which are 
good sources of nutrients.  

 the consequences of imbalances in the diet, including deficiency diseases, obesity and 
starvation.  

 that food is used as a fuel during respiration to maintain the body’s activity and as a raw 
material for growth and repair.  
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Topic 2 
Photosynthesis 

Approximate length of topic 2 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Photosynthesis 
Photosynthesis 
Glucose and Starch (Iodine Test) 
Minerals needed for Growth 
Root Hair Cells 

 

How learning will be assessed 

 
Summative Assessment compiled from Common Entrance Past Paper Questions and Activate 
questions at end of topic. 
Year Group Examination on Topic as part of the whole subject. 
Teacher, Peer and Self-Assessment throughout 
 

CE references  

 
Photosynthesis 

 the reactants in, and products of, photosynthesis, and a word summary for 
photosynthesis; that plants need carbon dioxide, water and light for photosynthesis, and 
produce biomass and oxygen  

 the dependence of almost all life on Earth on the ability of photosynthetic organisms, 
such as plants and algae, to use sunlight in photosynthesis to build organic molecules 
which are an essential energy source to maintain levels of oxygen and carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere  

 the adaptations of leaves for photosynthesis; the role of stomata in gas exchange in 
plants  

 the role of root hairs in absorbing water and minerals from the soil; that nitrogen and 
other elements, in addition to carbon, oxygen and hydrogen, are required for plant 
growth  

 

Topic 3 Health 

Approximate length of topic 2 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Drugs 
Exercise and Healthy Eating 
Bacteria, Fungi and Viruses 
Antibiotics 
Vaccines 

How learning will be assessed 
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Topic 4 Variation, Classification & Inheritance 

Approximate length of topic 2 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

Environmental and Inherited Variation 
Continuous and Discontinuous Variation 
Variation between Species and reasons why 

 

How learning will be assessed 

Summative Assessment compiled from Common Entrance Past Paper and Activate questions at the 
end of the topic. 
Year Group Examination on Topic as part of the whole subject. 
Teacher, Peer and Self-Assessment throughout 
 

CE references  

 the variation between individuals within a species being continuous or discontinuous, to 
include measurement and graphical representation of variation. 

 that differences exist between species. 

 c. the classification of living things into the major taxonomic groups. 
 

Assessment Summary  

Assessment period 1 Weeks 1-5 
End of Topic Test (Digestion) 

Assessment period 2 Weeks 6 -12 
End of Topic Test (Photosynthesis) 
Year 8 Exams 

Assessment period 3 Weeks 13 - 17 
End of Topic Test (Health) 

Assessment period 4 Weeks 18 - 23 
Chemistry and Physics Tests 

Assessment period 5 Weeks 24 - 28 
End of Topic Test (Variation & Inheritance) 

Assessment period 6 Weeks 29 -34 
Common Entrance Examination 

Summative Assessment compiled from Common Entrance Past Paper Questions and Activate 
questions at the end of the topic. 
Year Group Examination on Topic as part of the whole subject. 
Teacher, Peer and Self-Assessment throughout 
 

CE references  

 the effects of recreational drugs (including substance misuse) on behaviour, health and 
life processes.  

 that the growth and reproduction of bacteria and the replication of viruses can affect 
health; how the body’s natural defenses may be enhanced by medicines.  
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Science: Chemistry Head of Subject: Mr H Richter 

Curriculum Map 2017/2018 Year 8 

Textbook Activate 

 

Topic 1 Pure and Impure Substances 

Approximate length of topic 3 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 how to separate solid particles of different sizes by sieving [e.g. those in soil] that some 
solids [e.g. salt, sugar]dissolve in water to give solutionsbut some [e.g. sand, chalk] do not 

 how to separate insoluble solids from liquids by filtering 

 how to recover dissolved solids by evaporating the liquid from the solution 

 to use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures might be separated 

How learning will be assessed 

Prep tasks based on learning from the lesson. 
Practical tasks performed during the lessons. 
Summative assessment using past paper questions. 

 

Topic 2 Chemical Reactions 

Approximate length of topic 4 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 that when physical changes [e.g.changes of state, formation of solutions] take place, mass is 
conserved 

 about the variation of solubility with temperature, the formation of saturated solutions and 
the differences in solubility of solutes in different solvents 

 to relate changes of state to energy transfers 

 how mass is conserved when chemical reactions take place because the same atoms are 
present, although combined in different ways that virtually all materials, including those in 
living systems, are made through chemical reactions, and to recognise the importance of 
chemical change in everyday situations, [e.g. ripening fruit, setting superglue, cooking food] 

 about possible effects of the burning of fossil fuels on the environment [e.g. production of 
acid rain, carbon dioxide and solid particles] and how these effects can be minimized 

 how metals react with oxygen, water and acids and oxides of other metals, and what the 
products of these reactions are  

 about the displacement reactions that take place between metals and solutions of salts of 
other metals 

 how a reactivity series of metals can be determined by considering these reactions, and used 
to make predictions about other reactions 

 to use indicators to classify solutions as acidic, neutral or alkaline and to use the pH scale as 
a measure of the acidity of a solution 
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 how metals and bases, including carbonates, react with acids and the products of these 
reactions 

 about some everyday applications of neutralisations [e.g. the treatment of acid indigestion, 
the treatment of acid soil, the manufacture of fertilizer] 

 how acids in the environment can lead to corrosion of metal and chemical weathering of 
rock [e.g. limestone] 

 to identify patterns in chemical reactions 

How learning will be assessed 

Prep tasks based on learning from the lesson. 
Practical tasks performed during the lessons. 
Summative assessment using past paper questions. 

  

Assessment Summary  

Assessment period 1 Weeks 1-5 2 end of topic tests 

Assessment period 2 Weeks 6 -12 3 end of topic tests and CE trial exam 

Assessment period 3 Weeks 13 - 17 2 end of topic tests and CE trial exam 

Assessment period 4 Weeks 18 - 23 3 end of topic tests 

Assessment period 5 Weeks 24 - 28 3 end of topic tests 

Assessment period 6 Weeks 29 -34 CE examination 
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Science: Physics Head of Subject: Mr H Richter 

Curriculum Map 2017/2018 Year 8 

Textbook Activate 

 

Topic 1 Force and Rotation  

Approximate length of topic 2 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 Forces can cause objects to turn about a pivot  

 Simple machines give bigger force but at the expense of smaller movement (and vice versa) 
while the product of force and displacement remains unchanged  

 A moment as the turning effect of a force  

 The principle of moments and its application to situations involving one pivot  

How learning will be assessed 

Prep tasks based on learning from the lesson. 
Practical tasks performed during the lessons. 
Summative assessment using past paper questions. 

 

Energy 
Simple machines give bigger force but at the expense of smaller movement (and vice versa): product 
of force and displacement unchanged  
Moment as the turning effect of a force  

 

Topic 2 Light Waves 

Approximate length of topic 2 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 Light travels in a straight line at a finite speed in a uniform medium; that light can travel 
through a vacuum but sound cannot, and that light travels much faster than sound; that light 
waves can travel through a vacuum; speed of light  

 Non-luminous objects are seen because light scattered from them enters the eye  

 Light is reflected at plane surfaces; the use of a ray model to explain imaging in mirrors; the 
pinhole camera  

 Light is refracted at the boundary between two different materials  

 The transmission of light through materials: absorption, diffuse scattering  

 White light can be dispersed to give a range of colours; colours and the different frequencies 
of light, white light and prisms  

How learning will be assessed 
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Prep tasks based on learning from the lesson. 
Practical tasks performed during the lessons. 
Summative assessment using past paper questions. 

Waves 

 The similarities and differences between light waves and waves in matter  

 Light waves travelling through a vacuum; speed of light  

 The transmission of light through materials: absorption, diffuse scattering and specular 
reflection at a surface  

 Use of ray model to explain imaging in mirrors, the pinhole camera, the refraction of light 
and action of convex lens in focusing (qualitative); the human eye  

 Colours and the different frequencies of light, white light and prisms (qualitative only); 
differential colour effects in absorption and diffuse reflection.  

 

Topic 3 Force And Pressure 

Approximate length of topic 1 week 

Main learning objectives 

 Pressure is measured by the ratio of force over area – acting normal to any surface  

 The quantitative relationship between force, area and pressure and its application (e.g. the 
use of skis and snowboards, the effect of sharp blades)  

 The unit of pressure is N/m2 or N/cm2  

How learning will be assessed 

Prep tasks based on learning from the lesson. 
Practical tasks performed during the lessons. 
Summative assessment using past paper questions. 

Motion and Forces 
Pressure measured by ratio of force over area – acting normal to any surface 

 

Topic 4 Density 

Approximate length of topic 1 week 

Main learning objectives 

 The relationship between density, mass and volume; how to use this for simple quantitative 
work  

 The unit of density is kg/m3 or g/cm3 

 The measurement of the mass and volume of regularly-shaped solids and of irregularly-
shaped solids (using the displacement of water to find a volume), and of liquids to calculate 
their density; that air has mass and that it is possible to measure its density  

How learning will be assessed 

Prep tasks based on learning from the lesson. 
Practical tasks performed during the lessons. 
Summative assessment using past paper questions. 
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Topic 5 Circuits  

Approximate length of topic 3 weeks 

Main learning objectives 

 To design and construct series and parallel circuits 

 Use of cells, lamps, switches (push button, SPST, reed switches), resistors, variable resistors, 
motors, buzzers, LDRs, LEDs, fuses. AND and OR circuits (as constructed using switches) and 
the truth tables for these  

 Electric current is measured in amperes and how it is measured in series and parallel circuits.  

 Currents add where branches meet; that the current in a series circuit depends on the 
number of cells and the number and nature of other components; current as flow of charge 
that is not ‘used up’ by components; differences in resistance between conducting and 
insulating components  

 Energy is transferred from batteries and other sources to other components in electrical 
circuits  

How learning will be assessed 

Prep tasks based on learning from the lesson. 
Practical tasks performed during the lessons. 
Summative assessment using past paper questions. 

Electricity and Electromagnetism 

 Electric current, measured in amperes, in circuits, series and parallel circuits, currents add 
where branches meet and current as flow of charge  

 

Topic 6 Magnetism  

Approximate length of topic 1 week 

Main learning objectives 

 Magnetic fields as regions of space where magnetic materials experience forces, and that 
like magnetic poles repel and unlike magnetic poles attract 

 Sketch magnetic fields by plotting with a compass. Representation of magnetic fields by field 
lines  

 The Earth has a magnetic field that can be used for navigation, and that a freely-suspended 
bar magnet will align itself north–south; the terms north-seeking and south-seeking poles  

How learning will be assessed 

Prep tasks based on learning from the lesson. 
Practical tasks performed during the lessons. 
Summative assessment using past paper questions. 

Electricity and Magnetism 

 Magnetic poles, attraction and repulsion  

 Magnetic fields by plotting with compass, representation by field lines  

 Earth’s magnetism, compass and navigation  

 The magnetic effect of a current, electromagnets, D.C. motors (principles only).  
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Topic 7 Electromagnetism  

Approximate length of topic 1 week 

Main learning objectives 

 A current in a coil produces a magnetic field pattern similar to that of a bar magnet  

 To construct a simple electromagnet using an iron core and insulated wire, and that the 
strength of the electromagnet depends on the number of turns on the coil and on the 
current 

 How electromagnets are used in devices (e.g. lifting magnets, relays, DC motors [principles 
only])  

How learning will be assessed 

Prep tasks based on learning from the lesson. 
Practical tasks performed during the lessons. 
Summative assessment using past paper questions. 

Electricity and Magnetism 

 Magnetic fields by plotting with compass, representation by field lines  

 The magnetic effect of a current, electromagnets, D.C. motors (principles only). 

 

Assessment Summary  

Assessment period 1 Weeks 1-5 2 end of topic tests 

Assessment period 2 Weeks 6 -12 3 end of topic tests and CE trial exam 

Assessment period 3 Weeks 13 - 17 2 end of topic tests and CE trial exam 

Assessment period 4 Weeks 18 - 23 3 end of topic tests 

Assessment period 5 Weeks 24 - 28 3 end of topic tests 

Assessment period 6 Weeks 29 -34 CE examination 

 

 


