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Introduction 

 

This booklet offers prospective College students information about each A level subject that can be 
studied. 
 
Entering St Andrew’s College gives students a new and exciting opportunity to study a small number of 
courses that have been chosen specifically.  The College prepares students for the Edexcel and CIE 
Board examinations at A-Level. 
 
There is a great level of freedom within the College, but much greater levels of personal responsibility 
are expected.  We want every student to develop the independence, resilience and resourcefulness 
needed to be a successful student at university and beyond. 
 
The College gives every student a fresh start with many new challenges and opportunities.  The St 
Andrew’s community is warm and welcoming and the quality of life benefits from the enthusiasm, self 
motivation and self discipline of the Year 12 and Year 13 students. 
 
In addition to academic study, students are required to be involved in community service. All College 
students have the opportunity to develop vital life skills. This is achieved particularly through our 
Building Leaders programme. Students are provided with opportunities to learn the leadership, team-
working and communication skills required in order for them to thrive in the future. 
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Building Leaders 

 
St Andrew’s College is determined to develop students who will become transformational leaders across the 
region. 
 
We are convinced that leadership skills can be learnt, refined and developed and want to ensure that Turi students 
leave St Andrew’s with all the skills they need to cope with the complex demands of 21st Century life in a rapidly 
evolving international culture.  Our students must move on from St Andrew’s with the ability to communicate 
effectively and to work independently. We would like them to possess resilience, initiative, determination, 
persistence and selflessness. They must have the ability to lead with strength and sensitivity.   
 
Academic grades will open up the doors of opportunity, but skills, character and integrity are needed to be able to 
seize the opportunities on offer and succeed in a sustainable and effective way. 
 
All students in St Andrew’s College attend weekly workshops, seminars, lectures and discussions led by dedicated 
teachers and visiting speakers.  Students focus on the development of the 3C’s of leadership:  Character, 
Competence and Chemistry. 
 
Our goal is to equip each one of our College students to be a highly effective leader – whether in public service, 
private business, politics, the UN or the Church. 
 
As well as providing students with the training required to cultivate their leadership skills, we offer them many 
diverse opportunities to practise and refine their abilities.  Some students serve as School and House Prefects, 
others lead the entertainment committee, run the Student Council or organise clubs and activities for younger 
students.  Opportunities exist for College students to be trained and serve as peer mentors, run the library, edit the 
School Yearbook, run local Community Service projects and serve on the Christian Union Committee. 
 
This powerful combination of training and practice will ensure that every student is able to significantly enhance 
their leadership skills during their College life, through our unique programme. 

 



   4 
 
 

 

The Sixth Form College Service Programme 
 

“From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted 
with much, much more will be asked” 

Luke 12:48 
 

A central and compulsory part of the St. Andrew’s Sixth Form College curriculum is Service. In practical terms, all 
students are required to undertake a minimum of two hours of community service each week. The Service 
programme is an integral component of the Turi Leadership Award Diploma programme. 

Students choose from a list of service opportunities, which currently includes: conservation and tree-planting, 
working with staff at the Turi Children’s Project, listening to young readers at the Prep School, running extra Maths 
and Literacy sessions for learners at Turi Sulgwita and other local primary schools, coaching sports, assisting with 
Prep School duties, writing articles, taking photos and producing the Senior School Yearbook, visiting and running 
classes and activities at the Molo Street Children’s Project. This list is by no means exhaustive: we constantly seek 
to broaden the range and we warmly welcome suggestions of new Service ideas. 

All students in St. Andrew’s College are expected: 

 To show commitment to their chosen service: They are required to be prompt, equipped and prepared for work 
in each session. 

 To develop an appropriate level of maturity and reliability. They should be self -motivated and demonstrate that 
they are capable of taking on increasing roles of leadership and responsibility. 

 To acquire an appreciation of the value of service. They should find their work intrinsically rewarding and 
recognise how their contribution benefits the community. 
 

We run the Service programme because we want students to understand the value of serving others. It is our 
intention that they should find the work challenging, rewarding and empowering. It is also important that they have 
opportunities to gain, and practise, various transferrable skills and grow to appreciate the importance of teamwork. 
Students should also have opportunities to plan activities and learn to manage their time effectively, taking 
responsibility for seeing any given task through, whilst balancing their other commitments. Furthermore it is our 
belief that the programme contributes significantly to the development of our students’ leadership skills. 

We are aware from our partners in Higher Education that the students’ experiences, acquisition of skills and 
demonstrable commitment, delivered via a structured Service programme helps them to produce a robust 
university application. Finally, we do this because it gives all of our students real and tangible ways to connect with, 
and serve, their own and wider communities. 
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The Turi Leadership Award (TLA) 

The Turi Leadership Award (TLA) was launched in September 2012. The programme aims to formalise, 
recognise and further strengthen our mission to build and mould the next generation of leaders of integrity and 
vision in East Africa. It is a compulsory, rigorous two year Diploma course that is undertaken by students in 
Years 12 and 13. The TLA is built upon the premise that great leaders are by nature self-reflective and 
consequently there are a number of activities which involve self-evaluation by the students.  

However, the course also has independent assessment points where students’ performance as leaders will be 
assessed by senior teachers against clear and challenging attainment criteria. These include: a 1,500 word 
dissertation on leadership; a presentation to senior teachers and an interview with a member of the school’s 
Leadership Team at the end of the course.  

The students who successfully complete the course receive the Turi Leadership Award which is accredited by 
the Emerging Leaders Foundation. 

There are many aspects to being a great leader and the course has been designed to cover a wide range of 
the following leadership strands: 

1. Self-discipline/self-improvement- Improve in areas of weakness such as personal organisation/physical 
fitness etc. Show resilience on a challenging expedition 
 
2. Theory of leadership- an extended essay (1500 words) on leadership theory and attendance at 40 
“Building Leaders” sessions 
 
3. Service- a record of sustained contribution to the community 
 
4. Strategic leadership- plan, implement, monitor and evaluate a project to improve an aspect of school life 
 
5. Leading others  

 Organising others 

 Developing others 

 Emotional intelligence 

 Inspiring others 
 
The course aims to produce graduates who: 

 Understand that authoritative leadership is built upon integrity and a strong value set 

 Understand that leadership is a form of service 

 Understand the prerogatives of responsibility and accountability 

 Habitually reflect critically on their own performance and adapt and improve accordingly 

 Know their own leadership strengths and weaknesses and can consciously choose different approaches to 
suit different situations 

 Think strategically and know how to envision, effect, monitor and embed change and improvement 

 Can inspire and develop others and demonstrate good emotional literacy 

 Understand the dynamics of teams and can operate equally effectively within teams or leading them 
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The Sixth Form College Academic Curriculum 
 
Most students study four subjects at AS Level in Year 12, with an exceptional few taking five, reducing to three 
(possibly four) subjects at A2 Level in Year 13.  A complete A-Level consists of the AS and A2 course, taken 
over two years.   
 
Entry to Year 12 is not automatic. It and is normally dependent upon completing a successful interview with 
the Headmaster and Head of Sixth Form which results in a conditional offer of a College place. Confirmation of 
admission is usually provided after you have satisfied the stated criteria (having achieved minimum of at least 
five IGCSE grade A*-B). 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
1. “How do I decide what subjects to take?” 
 There are two important things to ask when thinking about this: 
 
(a) “Do I have a real interest in the subjects I am considering?”   
Remember that A Level work is as much concerned with learning as it is with being taught; active enthusiasm 
is essential. 
 
(b) “Do the subjects I am thinking of go well together?”   
Unless you are already clear about your choice of University or career, choose subjects which keep as many 
options open as possible. 
Before choosing your subjects you must consult your parents and your tutor. Extra help or advice can be 
provided by respective Heads of Department or the Careers Advisor. 
 
2. “Will IGCSE grades be a good guide in choosing AS Level subjects?” 
In general, yes; provided that you also have a genuine interest in your chosen subjects.  Consult your Year 11 
subject teacher and your tutor who could provide you with useful insight before you make decisions. Success 
in a subject at IGCSE can be quite misleading and does not always automatically translate into success at A 
Level. 
 
3. “If I find I have failed to get a grade C or better in IGCSE, can I reasonably take the subject at AS 
Level?” 
 This should rightly make you question the wisdom of your choice.  Consult the relevant Head of Department 
and your tutor if the problem arises. 
 
4. “Need I have studied a subject at IGCSE to choose it at AS Level?”  
In many cases, it is unwise to do an AS Level without having taken the subject at IGCSE.  Consult the relevant 
Heads of Department if you want to find out if this applies to particular subjects which you are interested in 
pursuing at AS Level. In some subjects, no previous knowledge is expected. Examples include subjects such 
as Economics, Business Studies, Religious Studies, Sociology and Psychology. 
 
5. “What subjects are necessary for careers?” 
 (a) A combination of Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry keeps most doors open in Science and 
Engineering.  Entry to Engineering at any level beyond the Sixth Form usually demands Mathematics and 
Physics studied to A-Level.  These subjects can often be combined to good effect with an Arts subject. 
(b) For Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Science, A Level Chemistry is vital.  A minimum of AS Biology is 
essential for some universities while others require a full A-Level.  
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 Art and Design AS and A level 
 

Examination Board: Edexcel 
 
What do I need before starting this course? 
Art is offered to candidates who demonstrate ability in the subject with a B grade or better at GCSE or similar 
standard portfolio of work. 
 
What will I learn? 
Students all work on individual projects led by their own themes which are important to them. The following 
disciplines and skills will be covered: 
Drawing is a fundamental foundation skill to all areas of the course.  Drawing in sketchbooks forms an integral 
part of the development of the work.  
Painting using acrylics, oils and mixed media gives the students the opportunity to express their personal 
ideas and emotions through colour and texture. They will learn how to recognise and how to harness the 
inspiration of other artists.   
Printmaking is further explored building on the GCSE course skills.  Techniques such as relief printing, 
intaglio and monoprinting gives the students the chance to explore layering and working in multiples or a 
series of related images.  They are expected to demonstrate high levels of technical competence as well as 
being experimental in their approach. 
Sculpture can be an area of study for those wishing to specialise in three-dimensional design.  Students will 
learn how to carve, model, cast forms and construct. They will show skills in understanding visual 
communication, mass, space and form; presenting their ideas in an installation or design context.   
Mixed Media and Photography are elements which all students will cover in the development of ideas 
process.  Students will learn an expressive and multifaceted approach.  Within the photography unit, 
Photoshop will be explored as it is an essential skill to have mastered for University applications. 
 
How is the course structured? 
The first year – AS Level 
Component 1: Personal Investigation.  This involves one large, in-depth portfolio which includes a 
sketchbook, supporting artwork and final pieces showing skill in the major disciplines of Art and Design.  The 
work must demonstrate creative ideas, innovative concepts, perceptive and insightful links to other artists and 
their personal response.  This component is 50% weighting of the total qualification. 
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment.  This component is a creative response to an externally set 
theme which comprises of supporting artwork and research with a final outcome created over a 10 hour period.  
This component is 50% weighting of the total qualification. 
 
The second year – A Level 
The course requires the students to show greater independence and personal direction. The creative ideas 
can develop from the first year or can be new directions. Students respond to suggestions and direction from 
the teacher but are encouraged to follow their own course and personal direction. 
Component 1: Personal Investigation.  This can include work produced in the AS portfolio but must develop 
and refine the theme to an A Level standard. The portfolio will include a written personal study of no less than 
a 1000 words, a sketchbook including contextual links to other artists, supporting artwork and final pieces 
showing skill one or more of the major disciplines of Art and Design.  The work must demonstrate a high 
degree of innovation, creative concepts and perceptive and insightful links to other artists.  This component is 
60% weighting of the total qualification. 
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment.  The students will respond to an externally set theme. They will 
analyse and show critical understanding of the artists explored and will present a confident and assured body 
of work. They will evidence supporting artwork and research with a final outcome created over a 10 hour 
period.  This component is 40% weighting of the total qualification. 
 
What degree courses and careers will this course be useful for? 
Many students can go on to Art Foundation courses and then take more specialised courses at University in 
Graphic Design, Fine Art, Interior Design, Animation, Fashion Design, Illustration, Multimedia, Television, Web 
Design, Photography and Architecture. 
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                                Biology 
 
Examination Board: CIE 
 
What do I need before starting this course? 
Score an ‘A’ grade or higher in IGCSE biology and a minimum of a ‘B’ grade in Chemistry and Maths. In 
addition, it is advised that you have a minimum of a ‘C’ grade in Physics. It is an advantage to study at least 
one other science at A Level.  
 
Summary 
Biology is the science of life. During the last few centuries, our knowledge of biology has expanded at a 
staggering rate. Two hundred years ago, the average person in the UK had a life expectancy of about 45 
years. Tuberculosis, smallpox and cholera along with malnutrition and poor hygiene all took their toll. 
Nowadays, the average life expectancy is much higher due to advancements in biology and medicine.  
 
Your study of biology will give you a thorough understanding of the principles involved in all these issues and 
can lead to many exciting career opportunities in the very varied fields of medicine, genetics, healthcare, 
forensics, sports science and environmental science, to name but a few. 
 
How is the course structured? 
At AS, students study cell structure, biological molecules, enzymes, cell membranes and transport, cell and 
nuclear division, genetic control, the heart and blood, gas exchange, infectious disease and immunity. 
Components of the AS examination include a multiple choice paper and a structured question paper. The 
students also take a practical examination. 
 
At A2, students study biotechnology, energy and respiration, photosynthesis, homeostasis, inherited change, 
human reproduction, selection and evolution, gene technology, biodiversity, conservation and crop plants. 
 
Throughout the course, students will participate in practical work designed to develop their investigation skills. 
This will be assessed in a practical exam at the end of Year 12 and a written practical paper at the end of Year 
13. The biology course is both practical and theoretical.  There is a strong emphasis on studying how 
organisms work in the real world. 
 
What abilities, skills and interest will students need? 

 Communication skills – taking part in one-to-one and group discussions 

 Working with others – evaluating group work and agreeing changes 

 Application of number – interpreting graphs, charts and diagrams 

 Problem solving – identifying a problem and finding different ways of approaching it 

 Improving own learning performance – setting targets and creating a plan to help you meet these targets 
 
What degree courses and careers will this course be useful for? 
An A Level in biology, together with other A Levels will enable you to follow a variety of courses at university 
such as biochemistry, ecology, environmental sciences, medicine, midwifery, physiotherapy, veterinary 
sciences and zoology. It has often proved to be an interesting and useful subject for those considering 
teaching, nursing, physiotherapy and laboratory work. Courses in dentistry, ecology and conservation, 
pharmacology and physiology normally recommend A-Level biology. 
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Business Studies 
 
Examination Board: CIE 
 
What do I need before starting this course? 
No prior knowledge of this subject is required before studying it at this level.   An IGCSE in this subject is 
helpful but not essential.  We do, however, hope that students have an interest in current trends and events 
in global business and other related affairs. 
 
What will I learn? 
It is hoped that students will: 

 Investigate different types of organisations in various business sectors and environments recognizing 
that they face varying degrees of competition 

 Identify business problems 

 Plan appropriate investigations into such problems 

 Promote a holistic understanding of business and enterprise 

 Make justifiable decisions using both qualitative and quantitative methods, taking into account 
opportunity cost 
 

How is this course structured? 
The whole course comprises of two parts and three papers. 
AS Level consists of papers 1 and 2 and covers the following topics: business and its environment, people in 
organizations, marketing, operations and project management, finance and accounting and strategic 
management.  
 
A2 Level consists of paper 3 and covers the same topics as the AS-Level but is greater in detail and wider in 
scope. In addition to the topics studied at the AS, students study strategic management at A-Level. The A 
Level includes the content and skills of the AS Level. The aim at A Level is to use awareness of the key 
concepts to make decisions and develop plans of action that would allow a business to react positively to 
external changes. Some knowledge will be directly examined.  
 
The course places emphasis is on recognizing the potential conflict between objectives, and the resolution of 
such conflicts. There should be an appreciation of the nature of the uncertain business environment and the 
development of business plans of action which aim to respond effectively to the changing business 
environment. Knowledge of country specific laws and customs are not required, since the emphasis is on 
understanding how businesses might have to change their behaviour when influenced by such constraints. 
 
Students are assessed through essay questions, data response questions, short answer questions and a 
case study. 

 
What degree courses and careers will this course be useful for? 
Business related subjects such as Management, Finance, Law, Marketing, Human Resources and 
Operations Management. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



   10 
 
 

 
Examination Board: CIE 
 
What do I need before starting this course? 
A minimum of an A grade in IGCSE Chemistry and at least a B grade in Biology and Physics.  Students 
who do not fulfil these criteria may find the full course too demanding.  
 
What will I learn? 
Chemistry touches almost every aspect of human life. From provisions as basic as food and clothing, through 
building materials, metallurgy and colour, to medicines, forensic science and the sequencing of the human 
genome.  In the broadest sense it is the study of the composition of substances and the changes that they 
undergo, and is rooted in our inquisitiveness about the environment in which we live.    
 
How is the course structured? 
At AS, the syllabus content includes atoms, molecules and 
stoichiometry, atomic structure, chemical bonding, energetic, 
electrochemistry, equilibria, reaction kinetics, inorganic chemistry and 
organic chemistry.  Components of the AS examination include a 
multiple choice paper and a structured question paper. The 
students also take a practical examination.  
 
At A2, students study organic and inorganic chemistry at greater 
depth, as well as further study of equilibria, energetic and 
electrochemistry.  Applications of chemistry are considered in 
addition to investigation of design and material. 
 
The Chemistry AS and A2 courses are both practical and 
theoretical.  Within the course specification, there is a strong 
emphasis on how Science works in the real world.  
 
What abilities, skills and interest will students need? 

 Communication skills – taking part in one-to-one and group discussions. 

 Working with others – Evaluating group work and agreeing changes. 

 Application of Number – Interpreting graphs, charts and diagrams. 

 Information Technology – Developing PowerPoint presentations, using simulations and data logging 
equipment. 

 Problem Solving – Identifying a problem and exploring different ways of tackling it. 

 Improving Own Learning Performance – setting targets and creating a plan to help you meet these 
targets. 

 Practical skills – the ability to manipulate and use a range of apparatus 

 
What degree courses and careers will this course be useful for? 
The qualification is widely appreciated by many universities and is particularly useful for students studying 
Chemistry, Medicine, Biological Sciences and Engineering. 
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Design and Technology-Product Design  

 
Examination Board: Edexcel 
 
What do I need before starting this course?  
Students would benefit from having achieved a B grade or higher in the IGCSE Design and Technology 
course. Certainly it is vital that the student is creative and questioning about technologies that are developing 
around us all the time. 
 
What will I learn?  
This qualification emphasises two key factors — creativity and sustainability. We want all students to explore 
ideas of originality and value, to question and challenge, to envisage what could be, but equally we need 
them to achieve the results that will progress their careers. A sign of the modern technological age, in which 
we live, is that human actions have had a negative impact on our environment.  
 
New products provide solutions rather than add to the existing problems of extractions and use of natural 
resources, pollution from manufacturing and disposal of large amounts of waste products. Good design is 
vital to our world and economy, it is important, therefore, that we enthuse future designers with a passion for 
designing their own futures. 
 
How is the course structured?  
The course is divided into four units.  
 
AO1 - 15%-  Identify, investigate and outline design possibilities to address needs and wants. 
AO2 - 25%  Design and make prototypes that are fit for purpose. 
AO3 - 25% Analyse and evaluate: 

● design decisions and outcomes, including for prototypes made by themselves and others 
● wider issues in design and technology. 

AO4 - 35% Demonstrate and apply knowledge and understanding of: 
● technical principles  
● designing and making principles. 

 
This is assessed through 2 components –  
A single examination paper and a substantial coursework (design and make) project. 

  
What abilities, skills and interest will students need?  
Ideally students will be imaginative, creative and questioning. Some of these attributes come to us naturally; 
some are developed by situations and people that we encounter in our lives. We wish to develop and foster 
these skills, we cannot create them.  
 
What degree courses and careers will this course be useful for?  
This course will benefit many undergraduate courses as it nurtures, creativity, problem solving, independent 
research and critical analysis but is particularly suited to a student who is looking to proceed to a Design, 
Engineering or Architectural course. However, it is not limited to these courses and careers involving 
Development, Business and Humanitarian situations will all be enhanced due to the breadth of topics taught. 
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Examination Board:  Edexcel 
 

Drama and Theatre Studies has been carefully designed to combine the theoretical and practical aspects of 
the subject. It provides an interesting and challenging course, which prepares students for higher education. 
This course gives you a broad understanding of theatre studies an drama in both practical and theoretical 
contexts. You’ll learn performance and directing skills and will develop analytical and evaluative skills. The 
course is largely based upon the study of theatre texts, devised work and improvisational skills. 
All Sixth Form pupils will take the AS examination in Year 12. 
 
Component 1: Exploration and Performance -60% of the qualification 
Content overview 
● A group performance/design realisation of one key extract from a performance text and informed by the 
methodology of one influential practitioner. 
● A monologue or duologue performance/design realisation from one key extract from a different 
performance text. 
Component 2: Theatre Makers in Practice  
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes- 40% of the qualification 
Content overview 
● Practical exploration and study of a complete performance text. 
● Live theatre evaluation – choice of performance. 

 
Attainment target/skills 

 The course demands practical, creative and communication skills in almost equal measure.  

 You will extend your ability to create drama and theatre either in a performing, directing and/or technical role.  

 You will also learn how to write about Drama and to develop your powers of analysis to become an informed 
critic.  

 The course will involve taking part in drama productions as well as studying plays and playwrights. 
 

Methods of Assessment/Accreditation structure 
•Assessment is carried out by a combination of teacher assessment, practical work, written coursework, 
practical examination and written examination 
Component 1 -internally assessed and externally moderated)   
Component 2- Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 
 
What can I do in future with this course? 
Obviously the course provides an excellent grounding for those interested in pursuing a future in the 
Dramatic Arts. However, it also provides a worth-while experience for students wishing to use it as part of the 
entry requirements into other subject areas of Higher Education.  
The most important skill that the students will acquire is confidence. Students embrace a variety of different 
tasks which encourage students to make decisions, work in different groups and also develop their 
confidence, leadership and creativity. Many high profile universities in the UK encourage applications from 
people who have studied A Level Drama because the subject develops so many transferrable qualities, not 
least the ability to communicate messages clearly. Additionally and very importantly, ALL employers are 
seeking to recruit individuals who can demonstrate the following skills: 
• Interpersonal and teamwork skills 
• Communication skills 
• Analytical, evaluative and critical skills 
• Creativity and imagination 
• Self confidence 

 
 

 

AS Drama and Theatre Studies 
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What career will this course be useful for? 
Obviously the course provides an excellent grounding for those interested in pursuing a future in the 
Dramatic Arts. However, it also provides a worth-while experience for students wishing to use it as part of the 
entry requirements into other subject areas of Higher Education.  
 
Many A Level Drama students have gone on to high profile universities such as Cambridge to study Law and 
other degree courses. Other careers open to Drama students include acting and related careers in the 
professional theatre, teaching, social work, events management, marketing and journalism. Drama is also 
very useful in areas which require people and communication-skills such as film, television, psychiatry, 
nursing and many others. 
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                                                 Economics 
 
Examination Board: CIE 
 
What do I need before starting this course? 
No prior knowledge of this subject is required before studying it.  However, it is vital that students have a 
strong interest in current affairs. 
  
What will I learn? 
Students are expected to: 

 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the specified content. 

 Interpret economic information presented in verbal, numerical or graphical form. 

 Explain and analyse economic issues and arguments using relevant economic concepts, theories and 
information. 

 Evaluate economic information, arguments, proposals and policies, taking into consideration relevant 
information and theory; distinguishing facts from hypothetical statements and value judgments. 

 Organise, present and communicate economic ideas and informed judgments in a clear, logical and 
appropriate form. 
 
How is the assessment structured? 

 
By Examination: 
 
Paper 1- Thirty multiple choice questions (Core)- 1 hour 
 
Paper 2- One Data Response question; one question from a choice of three Structured Essays. (Core)- 1 ½ 
hours   
 
Paper 3 -Thirty multiple choice questions. Supplement. 1 hour    
 
Paper 4-One Data Response question; two questions from a choice of six Structured Essays. Supplement. 2 
¼ hours    
 
Papers 1 and 2 are both for AS Level and A2 Level candidates. 
 
Papers 3 and 4 are for A2, and these test the topics in the supplement, but also require a knowledge and 
understanding of the topics in core. 
 
What degree courses and careers will this course be useful for?   
Students will be able to follow courses and careers in Economics (and related courses), Business (and 
related courses), Management, Finance and Politics.  Many students considering careers in journalism find 
the study of Economics to be very helpful. 
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English Literature 
 
Examination Board: Edexcel (International A Level in English Literature).  
Specification code:  XET01 and YET01 for AS and A2 respectively.  
 
What do I need before starting this course? 
A minimum of an A grade in English Language and in English Literature at IGCSE would be preferable and a 
willingness and enthusiasm to read. 
 
What will I learn? 
By studying literature you will become expert at reading and responding to a wide variety of texts; at 
interpreting, analysing and gathering and assessing evidence; and at working independently and creatively. 
In the real world, including the world of work, we are bombarded with texts; the skills that you will learn, 
therefore, including those of powerful and effective communication, are highly valued by employers.  
          Edexcel Student Guide 
How is the course structured? 
 
The A level specification has been changed for first teaching in September 2015. 
In the new International A level, the AS level will be a modular qualification determining 50% of the A2 grade.  
 

 
Examination 

 
Text 

 
% AS 

 
% A2 

 
Post-2000 Poetry and Prose ‘Poetry of the Decade’ and ‘The Kite Runner’ 50% 25% 

 
Drama  ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’ and ‘Othello’ 50% 25% 

 
Unseen Poetry and Prose  ‘Great Expectations’ and ‘The Color Purple’ n/a 25% 

Shakespeare and Pre-1900 
Poetry ‘The Taming of the Shrew’ and ‘Metaphysical Poets’ n/a 25% 

 
 
For what degree courses and careers will this course be useful? 
English is highly valued by universities as an A Level choice.  The Russell Group  names English as a 
‘facilitating’ subject for entry to degree courses.  Employers recognise the fact that English Literature 
develops skills of analysis through the extensive study of demanding texts, and consequently it builds your 
communication skills and verbal reasoning. English Literature students find themselves well-placed in the 
current job market: diverse careers are opened up, including those in areas such as law, journalism, public 
policy, international development, marketing, advertising and writing.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://russellgroup.ac.uk/uploads/InformedChoicesupdated_2.pdf
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                                    French 

“By speaking a language, the world opens up to you” 

 
Examination Board:  Edexcel – International Advanced Level  
 

What do I need before starting this course? 
Ideally, you need an A* or A, but at least a B and the willingness to work hard. We recommend that you 
spend at least one holiday with a French-speaking family and join other French speakers at an Alliance 
Française in your country. You will also need to have an opinion about everything! 
 
What will I learn? 
In the first year students will learn to express themselves fluently and accurately in French.  They will be 
encouraged to speak French at all times in class and there is a great emphasis on class participation, 
independent research and presentations. We will discuss current affairs, scientific innovations, fashion, 
sports, read newspaper articles and watch French television and films. Grammar is an important part of the 
course, building on IGCSE knowledge. In the second year, students will learn a wider range of topics and 
immerse completely into the French speaking world. 
 
Year 12 = XFR01 (Content in 4 general topic areas) 
•Youth matters 
•Lifestyle, health and fitness 
•Environment and travel 
•Education and employment 
Assessment overview 
•Unit 1 - WFR01/01: speaking (8-10 minutes, 40 marks, 30.8%) 
•Unit 2 - WFR02/01: listening + reading and grammar + writing (2h30, 90 marks, 69.2%) 
 
Year 13 = YFR01 (Content in 7 general topic areas) 
•Youth matters 
•Lifestyle, health and fitness 
•Environment and travel 
•Education and employment. 
•Technology in the French-speaking world 
•Society in the French-speaking world 
•Ethics in the French-speaking world 
Assessment overview 
•Unit 3 - WFR03/01: speaking (11-13 minutes, 40 marks, 30.8%) 
•Unit 4 - WFR04/01: listening + reading + writing (2h30, 90 marks, 69.2%) 
 
What degree courses and careers will this course be useful for? 
An A level French qualification will allow you to pursue a degree in any French speaking University or 
Country. There are language courses at all universities, most of which include a year of study in the target-
language country.  Many students study Engineering, Social Sciences, International Law, Politics or Business 
with French, which considerably widens the geographical scope for employment opportunities.  
 
What career can languages take me to? 
Languages open the door to numerous careers through communication, cultural understanding and 
international tolerance, leading to opening in tourism, industry and business. British universities acknowledge 
that the primary destination of language graduates is business. When rail operators across Europe were 
asked which skill they need most, 37% reported languages; the most frequently missing skill amongst their 
employees was said to be languages.93% of Oxford University language graduates work in journalism, 
economics, teaching, diplomacy and law. The Law Department at Manchester University states that if two 
applicants have similar qualifications, they choose the one who has a language at AS-Level. 
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Geography 
 
 

 
Examination Board:  CIE 
 
What do I need before starting this course? 
Normally at least a grade B in Geography at IGCSE level.  
 
What will I learn? 
You will learn about both physical and human Geography at AS and A2 level.  Some of the topics you will 
have studied before, whilst others will be new.  
 
AS Physical  

 Hydrology and fluvial geomorphology 

 Atmosphere and weather 

 Rocks and weathering  
 
AS Human  

 Population 

 Migration 

 Settlement dynamics 
 
A2 Physical 

 Hazardous environments 

 Coastal environments 
 
A2 Human 

 Global interdependence 

 Environmental management 
 
Is there any fieldwork? 
We use fieldwork to help develop a more thorough understanding of some of the topics.  The AS students 
investigate the River Turasha at Malewa to better understand fluvial geomorphology and also study different 
aspects of Kericho as part of appreciating settlement dynamics.  The A2 students visit Oderikesi 
conservancy, contiguous with the Masai Mara, to better understand environmental management and also 
Watamu, to learn about the challenges of coastal management. 
 
What degree courses and careers will this course be useful for? 
 
Geography is highly valued by universities as an A Level choice.  It can be considered as both an ‘Art’ and a 
‘Science’ and so offers great flexibility when choosing a degree course; the Russell Group  names 
Geography as a ‘facilitating’ subject for entry to degree courses.  Employers recognise the fact that 
Geography develops skills of analysis through the extensive use of data, and with the increasing global 
interest in man’s impact on his environment, Geographers find themselves well-placed in the current job 
market: diverse careers are opened up, including those in areas such as landscape architecture, 
environmental consultancy, management, planning, business, finance, teaching, surveying, flood 
management, tourism, marketing and the media, amongst a myriad of others. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://russellgroup.ac.uk/uploads/InformedChoicesupdated_2.pdf
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                                              German                          
 

❝One language sets you in a corridor for life. Two languages open every door along the way.❞ 

 
Languages appeal to all motivated students and the new Edexcel AS Level in German has been developed 
to inspire all forward-looking students, especially to those looking to study in Germany, with an appreciation 
of the German language, inspiring and engaging themes, literature, film and culture of the German-speaking 
world. 
 
What do I need before starting this course? 
You ideally need an A* or A, but at least a B and a willingness to work very hard. We recommend that you 
spend at least part of your holiday in a German-speaking country and listen to German news frequently. 
What will I learn? 
The new syllabus will inspire all students who have an appreciation of the language, literature, film and 
culture of the German-speaking world.  
 
How is the course structured and assessed? 
Year 12 = 8GN0 AS German (First teaching from September 2016, first certification from 2017.) 
Content:  
- Theme 1: Changes in German society. 
- Theme 2: Political and artistic culture in German speaking countries.  
- 1 literary text OR 1 film 
Assessment overview: 
Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation (1hr 45mins, 64 marks, 40%) 
Paper 2: Written response to works and translation (1hr 40mins, 60 marks, 30%) 
Paper 3: Speaking (27-30 minutes, 72 marks, 30%) 
 
Year 13 = 9GN0 A level German  
- Themes 1 and 2 studied in Year 12. 
- Theme 3: Immigration and the multicultural society of Germany. 
- Theme 4: The German reunification..  
- 2 literary texts OR 1 literary text and 1 film already done at AS. 
Assessment overview: 
Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation (2hrs, 80 marks, 40%) 
Paper 2: Written response to works and translation (2hrs 40, 120 marks, 30%) 
Paper 3: Speaking (21-23 minutes, 72 marks, 30%) 
 
What degree courses and careers will this course be useful for? 
An A Level German qualification will open doors for you at various German speaking universities. These also 
offer bilingual courses, most of which include six months to a year of study in Europe on a scholarship with 
Erasmus. Many students study Engineering, international law or Business with German, politics and many 
others. 
There is a growing demand for affordable and top of the range University education. There is a variety of 
German university courses are run completely in English, bi-lingual courses in English and German and 
courses that are run in German only. There is the opportunity to work related to your subject while studying. 
This opens opportunities for access to the job market but also gaining work experience.  
What career can languages take me to? 
A degree in German or a degree with German as a minor will give you skills valued by employers. 
Languages open doors to numerous careers in tourism, industry, politics, research and business. When 
workers across Europe were asked which skill they needed most, 37% reported languages; the most 
frequently missing skill amongst their employees was said to be languages. Many Turi parents regret not 
having done a foreign language while in school as this would have widened their chances of better career 
development. 
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                                                    History                                                                 
                                                                                            
Examination Board:  CIE 
 
What do I need before starting this course? 
A Level History is about reading and writing – it is a great way to improve your skills at both.  If the prospect 
of lots of reading and writing is not appealing, the subject is not for you.  We need at least a B grade in 
History at IGCSE. You also need a minimum of a B grade in English at IGCSE in order to cope with the 
linguistic demands which accompany such a subject with intensive essay writing requirements. 
 
What will I learn? 
At AS level we cover two papers. 

 Paper 1: European Option: Liberalism and Nationalism in Italy and Germany, 1815–1871. This is an 
interpretations question (using skills connected with analysis of historical documents)  

 Paper 2: European Option: Modern Europe, 1789–1917 
 
At A2 we cover a further two papers 

 Paper 3: The Origins and Development of the Cold War, 1941–1950. This is an interpretations documents 
based question  

 Paper 4: International History, 1945–1991(the Middle East conflict 1948-1991 and China 1945-1991) 
 
The course covers varied themes in Modern World History; from the unification of Italy to the Russian 
revolution and the origins of the First World War. Students are presented with an opportunity to explore the 
foundations of modern international relations. The course enables them to competently apply the content 
covered while responding to current international developments with solid knowledge. Finally it is a very 
colourful and formative period in world history, the study of which candidates find challenging and 
informative. 
 
How is this course structured and assessed? 
The examination is in four papers; two papers at AS and another two at A2. 
In the examination there will be a question for every theme covered. There will be a compulsory source-
based question in both the AS and A2 examinations. There is no coursework. 
 
What degree courses and careers will this course be useful for? 
History is a popular university subject.  Entry is competitive – AAA or AAB at top universities.  Joint honours 
courses are often slightly easier to access - History and Politics, History and Philosophy, Economics and so 
on.  History and a Modern Language is a great combination.   History supports any arts course and some 
more scientific ones.  A popular choice for students planning to study Law, A Level History has the reputation 
as a demanding and rigorous subject; it therefore commands a lot of respect from universities. 
 
After university it is good for any career where clear expression, precise judgement and persuasive argument 
are needed.  Lawyers, diplomats, business executives, journalists and marketers spring to mind.  Winston 
Churchill, the man regarded by many observers as “the Greatest Briton”, was an historian.  The skills of 
analysis, argument and persuasion often enable historians to advance in their chosen careers.  
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Information Technology 
Examination Board:  CIE 
 
What do I need before starting this course? 
We recommend that candidates who are beginning this course should have previously completed a 
Cambridge IGCSE course, or the equivalent, in ICT, or Computer Science. Certainly, it is vital that the 
student is a competent user of ICT and is familiar with many of the ‘off the shelf’ software’s used today (i.e. 
Microsoft Office applications). 
 
What will I learn? 
In a world where information technology (IT) is constantly changing, individuals increasingly need 
technological and information literacy skills that include the ability to gather process and manipulate data. 
The impact of IT on society is enormous and as the percentage of businesses and households connected to 
communication networks such as the internet grows, so does the need for individuals who understand these 
new technologies. This syllabus encourages learners to become effective and discerning users of IT. It helps 
them to develop a broad range of IT skills, knowledge and understanding. Learners study the structure and 
use of IT systems within a wide range of organisations, including the use of a variety of computer networks. 
As a result, learners gain an understanding of IT system life cycles, and how these affect the workplace. 
They also learn about the wider impact of IT on society in general. At A Level, learners also study simple 
programming for the web relevant to their own use of IT. 
 
How is the course assessed? 
 
AS – The papers in Year 12 are: 
Paper 1 – Exam, 1 hour 45 minutes written paper on IT topics 
Paper 2 – Exam, 2 hours 30minutes practical exam demonstrating application competencies 
 
A2 – The papers in Year 13 are: 
Paper 3 – Exam, 1 hour 45 minutes written paper on IT topics 
Paper 4 – Exam, 2 hours 30minutes practical exam demonstrating application competencies 
 
What degree courses and careers will this course be useful for? 
This A-Level course lends itself best to those who wish to further study any subject at degree level.  The use 
of IT in this information age is vital and of benefit to all.  Most subjects now require all work to be completed 
through the use of a computer and indeed many subjects, the Sciences for example, heavily use IT for 
testing and analysing purposes. 
 
Information Systems is still one of the newest industries in the world and, partly for this reason, there is no 
clearly defined job structure.  Instead there are a large number of interconnected opportunities for career 
development, ranging from the most mundane types of work using a word processor, to the most exciting 
which might involve the design of components used for space travel.  In between these extremes there are a 
very wide variety of jobs demanding knowledge of the various aspects of the computing industry and using 
skills such as programming or systems analysis. 
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Mathematics and Further Mathematics 
 
Examination Board:  Edexcel (International A Level) 
 
What do I need before starting this course? 
For Mathematics: An A* grade at IGCSE or a grade A with consent from the Head of Mathematics to 
take the subject. In certain cases an A Grade will still not entitle you to undertake the A-Level. For Further 
Mathematics: an A* grade at IGCSE or equivalent (minimum mark of 90%) and consent of the Head of 
Mathematics.  
 
What will I learn? 
 
Mathematics:  The course comprises of four modules.  Two modules deal with Pure Mathematics, including 
Calculus, Trigonometry, Graphs, Algebra, Vectors, Lines and Planes, and Co-ordinate Geometry.  
The other two modules are comprised of either Statistics, Mechanics or Decision Mathematics depending on 
student needs and teachers available and are chosen by the Head of Mathematics 
 
Further Mathematics:  The course comprises of twelve modules.  Students will take the same six modules 
as above and in addition to this a further six.  This six will comprise of three modules studying Pure 
Mathematics, including Groups, Complex Numbers, Matrices, Hyperbolic Functions and Power Series.   
 
The three additional modules are chosen by the Head of Faculty from Decision, Mechanics and Statistics 
modules. 
 
How is this course structured and assessed? 
 
Mathematics:  The course is structured such that students take two modules in Year 12 and two in Year 13.  
Typically students take Core 12 and Statistics 1 in Year 12, Core 34 and Mechanics 1 in Year 13.  The 
course is assessed by examination in January and June. 
 
Further Mathematics:  The course is structured such that students take four modules in Year 12, thus 
gaining a full A-Level in one year.  In year 13 students take a further six modules.  The course is assessed by 
examination in January and June.   
What degree courses and careers will this course be useful for? 
 
Mathematics:  Mathematics, Accounting, Banking, Insurance, Actuarial Science, Operational Research, 
Engineering and any related Science subjects including Medicine. 
 
Further Mathematics:  Further Mathematics is required by most top universities as a prerequisite to read 
Mathematics.  It is also useful for accounting and any related financial subjects, engineering and any related 
science subjects. 
 
Mathematical skills are extremely useful for a wide variety of careers such as engineering, medicine, 

actuarial science, computer science, accountancy, economics, law and optometry among others. 
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Music  
 
Examination Board: Cambridge International Examinations (CIE) 
 
What do I need before starting this course?  
Although not mandatory, we recommend that candidates who are beginning this course should have 
previously completed a Cambridge IGCSE (or equivalent) course in Music. 
 
What will I learn?  
Cambridge International AS and A2 Level Music candidates develop an appreciation of, and an informed 
critical response to, music of the Western tradition, from at least two genres and periods. Candidates learn 
how to listen attentively and responsively in order to better understand the musical processes at work; they 
also learn how to communicate this understanding, supporting their judgements by evidence-based 
argument. As part of the course, candidates are encouraged to develop their own creative and interpretative 
skills through the disciplines of composing and performing in Western and/or non-Western traditions. This 
leads, in turn, to a deeper understanding of music in its wider cultural context. 
 
How is the course structured and assessed? 
At AS Level, candidates study Component 1: Listening and Component 2: Practical Musicianship. At A2 
Level, candidates will choose 2 components from 3 options; Component 3: Performing, Component 4: 
Composing, Component 5: Investigation and Report, in addition to compulsory Component 1 and 2. The 
marks from AS are carried forward to A2. All components consist of 100 marks and are assessed in written 
and practical form. 
 
 
What degree and career will this course be useful for?  
Cambridge International A Level Music provides a suitable foundation for the study of Music or related 
courses in higher education. Equally it is suitable for candidates intending to pursue careers or further study 
or as part of a course of general education. 
Cambridge International AS Level Music constitutes the first half of the Cambridge International A Level 
course in Music and therefore provides a suitable foundation for the study of Music at Cambridge 
International A Level and thence for related courses in higher education. Depending on local university 
entrance requirements, it may permit or assist progression directly to university courses in Music or some 
other subjects. It is also suitable for candidates intending to pursue careers or further study or as part of a 
course of general education. 
Career in Music include performer, singer, choir director, composer, teacher, music retails shop owner, 
instrument repairer, accompanist, producer, music therapist etc.  
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Physics 
 

Examination Board: CIE 
 
What do I need before starting this course? 
You need to have scored at least an A grade in Physics at IGCSE to be eligible for this course. In addition, 
you should have attained a minimum of a B grade in Biology and Chemistry. A strong IGCSE Mathematics 
grade and studying the subject to AS Level or beyond is highly recommended. 
  
What will I learn? 
Physics is fundamental in explaining how the world around us works, from the structure of the proton to the 
movement of the galaxies.  It illuminates our understanding of why the sun turns red in the evening, how we 
can speak across continents and why some bridges fall down.  A key emphasis at A-Level is to base learning 
on personal investigations of the physical world using practical work as much as possible.   
Increasingly, Information Technology is playing a crucial role in revolutionizing Physics research.  Hence, ICT 
is used extensively in the course, from data-logging to simulations through to analytical packages. 
 
How is the course structured? 
There are 2 modules in Physics in both the AS and A2 years, with part of the four modules devoted to 
practical skills.  In the AS year students analyse how and why things move, wave behavior, the principles of 
electricity and the quantum theory.  In the A2 year, students analyse the four fundamental forces of nature, 
the nature of fields and nuclear and particle physics. 
 
At AS Level, students study Newtonian Physics, the theory of matter, oscillations and waves and electricity 
and magnetism. At A2, students study these topics in greater depth as well as considering general Physics, 
modern Physics and Gathering and Collecting Information. 
Students are assessed through multiple choice questions, structured questions and a practical examination. 
 
What abilities, skills and interest will students need? 

 Communication skills – taking part in one-to-one and group discussions. 

 Working with others – Evaluating group work and agreeing changes. 

 Application of Number – Interpreting graphs, charts and diagrams. 

 Information Technology – Developing PowerPoint presentations, using simulations and data logging 
equipment. 

 Problem Solving – Identifying a problem and finding different ways of tackling it. 

 Improving Own Learning Performance – setting targets and creating a plan to help you meet these targets. 
 
What degree courses and careers will this course be useful for? 

 Engineering (civil, mechanical, aeronautical, electronic) 

 Mechatronic (Computer or Chemical varieties),  

 Astronomy,  

 Information Technology 

 Nanotechnology 

 Medicine 
 
In addition, employers in the financial, commercial and legal worlds value the analytical and logical mind of a 
Physicist. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



   24 
 
 

Physical Education 
 

Examination board: Edexcel A Level Physical Education (9PE0) 
 

What do I need before starting this course? 
An interest in reading, observing, discussing and analysing sport are essential.  Students will normally have 
studied GCSE PE and gained at least a grade ‘6’ (Previously B).  An IGCSE PE grade B would also be 
admissible. Obtaining a B in Biology will also be advantageous. Students will be required to demonstrate 
excellent practical ability in at least one sporting activity. 

 
What will I learn? 
The course explores all facets of Physical Education (theory and practical, science and socio cultural) and 
gives a natural development from KS4 up to higher education and beyond. 
The PE qualification has five engaging and up-to-date topics (see below). In addition there is a practical / 
coursework assessment.  

 
What degrees courses and careers would this course be useful for? 
Sports related degrees include: Sports Science, Sports Medicine, Physical Education, Sports and Recreation 
Studies, Sports Management, Sports Journalism, Sports Psychology, Physiotherapy and Sports 
Rehabilitation.  It can also lead to other specialisations when taken together with other subjects for instance, 
Sports Law, Sports Marketing, Sports Journalism, Sports facilities and Equipment design, among others. A 
Level PE can be used in a variety of career areas including sports science, university researcher, notational 
analysis, national governing bodies, sports development, coaching, teaching, armed forces, public services, 
sports therapy, personal training and leisure management 

 
How is the course structured and assessed? 
Qualification at a glance: The Pearson Edexcel AS and A level qualifications in Physical Education have four 

components assessed through two externally assessed written examination papers (scientific and social), 
one practical performance and a Performance Analysis that includes a Personal Development Programme 

(PDP) at A level. Components 1 and 2 will be assessed in May/June in any single year. Components 3 and 4 
may be assessed at any point during the course, with marks submitted by the centre prior to moderation. 

Moderation will take place in the same year as the written examination 
 
Component 1: 
Scientific Principles of 
Physical Education 
(*Component code: 
9PE0/01) 

Component 2: 
Psychological and 
Social Principles of 
Physical Education  

Component 3: Practical 
Performance(*Compone
nt code: 9PE0/03) 

Component 4: Performance 
Analysis and Performance 
Development Programme  

Written examination:  
2 hours and 30 
minutes (140 marks) 
40% of the 
qualification  

Written examination: 
2 hours (100 marks) 
30% of the qualification  

Non-examined 
assessment: internally 
assessed, externally 
moderated 15% of the 
qualification 40 marks 

Non-examined assessment: 
internally assessed, externally 
moderated (40 marks )15% of 
the qualification 

Topic 1: Applied 
anatomy and 
physiology  
Topic 2: Exercise 
physiology and applied 
movement analysis 
Biomechanics is 
embedded within the 
content of Topics 1 
and 2. 

Topic 3: Skill 
acquisition   
Topic 4: Sport 
psychology  
Topic 5: Sport and 
society 

Skills performed in one 
physical activity as a 
player/performer  
OR  
Skills performed in one 
physical activity as a 
coach 

In the role of player/performer 
or coach analyse two 
components of a physical 
activity (one physiological 
component and either a 
tactical or technical 
component) In the role of 
player/performer or coach 
analyse, implement and 
evaluate a Performance 
Development Programme. 

 

 
Further information: http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/physical-education-2016.html 

 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/physical-education-2016.html
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Psychology 
 
Examination Board: Edexcel (2015 specification) 
 
What do I need before starting this course? 
Students would benefit highly from achieving a grade C or above in English, Mathematics and Biology. The 
new specification requires students to use Mathematical formulae and statistical calculations. It is vital that 
students have a strong interest in understanding the human mind, determination and commitment to studying 
the subject and willingness to develop an analytical viewpoint to study research and theories of human 
behaviour.  
 
What will I learn? 
During the A-Level Psychology course, students will study research and theories to explain the following 
behaviour: obeying orders from authority figures; prejudice and discrimination towards others; four theories of 
memory; reliability of eyewitness testimony; biological theories of aggression; phobias and learning theories.  
Psychological research methods are also studied including survey method, experiments, correlations and 
observations.  
 
How is this course structured? 
Psychology is an exam-based qualification in which there are three exam papers when taking the full A2 
course: 
 
Paper 1: Foundations in Psychology; Social Psychology, Cognitive Psychology, Biological Psychology and 
Learning Approaches. 
 
Paper 2: Applications of Psychology; enables students to study how Psychology can be applied to the real 
world in Clinical Psychology. Students will also study Criminal Psychology. 
 
Paper 3: Psychological Skills; allows students to develop an understanding of research methods and issues 
and debates. This is a synoptic paper which draws on knowledge and skills covered in all previous modules 
and applying this to new scenarios. 
 
NOTE: 

- Students sitting the AS course only will complete Paper 1 in Summer 2018 
- Students sitting the A2 course will complete Paper 1, 2 and 3 in Summer 2019 

 
What degree courses and careers will this course be useful for? 
Psychology is highly regarded by universities as students develop analytical skills, critical evaluation and 
communication skills which are transferrable to a range of careers such as advertising, marketing, business, 
management and the media.  
 
Following a degree in Psychology, further study can be conducted which can lead to a Doctorate in Clinical 
or Educational Psychology, a trained Counselor, Occupational Therapist and Health Psychologist.   
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Religious Studies 
  
Examination Board: Edexcel (Philosophy, Ethics and New Testament Studies) 
  
What do I need before starting this course? 
It is not a requirement to have previously studied Religious Studies nor is any particular faith needed in order 
to study this subject at AS/A2 level. However, a good grade at English GCSE will help with the essay based 
exam questions. A mind which wonders why certain things are ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ and is interested in 
discussing possible answers; a mind which enjoys getting to grips with the meaning of important religious 
texts; a mind interested in issues of medicine, environmental issues, sexuality, war and peace would be an 
invaluable asset.  
 
What will I learn?  
RS enables students to construct logical arguments on the topics studied. It teaches students to develop 
discussions with constructed thought evidenced by scholars and texts. 
  
The syllabus is varied and interesting. The relationship between the New Testament Gospels; the way they 
came into being; their meaning; their content and their impact on the Christian faith will be taught. Modules in 
Philosophy looking at key questions that have been raised throughout time such as God’s existence, 
Religious Language, the presence of evil in the world, the relationship between science and religion are 
studied. Main issues within ethics are considered, for example whether the concept of ‘goodness’ can be 
identified in the world, where it came from and if a moral code can be used to ensure ethical behaviour in 
society. Students will study various ethical systems from a Christian point of view and apply them to a 
number of contemporary issues.  
  
How is the course structured and assessed? 
The course has 3 units that are examined in year 13. New Testament, Philosophy and Ethics are all worth 
33% and will include shorter and essay style questions, textual analysis and require quotes and thoughts 
from philosophers and theologians.  
 
An AS exam will be taken, but the grades will not be carried forward to the final A2 grade. 
  
What degree courses and careers will this course be useful for? 
As well as being extremely useful and interesting in itself, Religious Studies is accepted by all universities, 
particularly those of the Russell group, as a highly academic A Level subject.  It is an increasingly popular A 
Level course, as it can lead into so many different courses and careers.   
 
Degrees in Theology or Philosophy would be obvious choices; however, Religious Studies lends itself to any 
degree as the skills, for example, of explaining, reasoning, debating, evaluating and understanding others 
without necessarily agreeing with them, which can be acquired by doing this course, are easily transferable.  
Religious Studies students can enter all sorts of careers, such as the media, journalism, teaching, theatre, 
medicine, armed forces, police force and the legal profession. 
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Sociology 

 
Examination Board: CIE 
 
What do I need before starting this course? 
Good grades in English Language and Literature are useful, but the most important qualifications are the 
sense of commitment and the willingness to work hard. The type of person who will enjoy Sociology will be 
someone who is not afraid to have new ideas and who is prepared to work at a demanding pace.  
 
What will I learn? 
Sociology is the scientific study of society. If you have ever wondered why a problem in society is caused 
then studying sociology will be the answer. By looking at different groups of people within a society a 
sociologist will learn how to analyse and evaluate why some groups are privileged and others disadvantaged. 
Looking at sociology in a global context is attractive in a consistently developing multicultural world.  
 
How is the course structured and assessed? 
The syllabus allows candidates to study Sociology in the context of different societies, including their own, 
and from the wider global perspective. The distinction between traditional and modern societies is a central 
theme in most of the study units.  
 
Advanced Subsidiary (AS Level) 
The course is assessed through two written examination papers including essay questions and data 
response questions. The two main units studied are The Family and Theory and Methods. Studying these 
topics provides a thorough introduction to the subject and a foundation for those who wish to progress to A2. 
  
Advanced Level 
This consists of 4 topics that are central to sociology. It is recommended that at least 3 of the following topics 
are studied in detail.   
The topics are  

 Education 

 Religion 

 Global development 

 Mass media  
The course is assessed by a three hour examination based on essay type questions.  
 
What degree courses and careers will this course be useful for? 
Sociology is a highly regarded subject by universities, as it helps to develop skills of critical evaluation, 
analysis and communication. Sociologists can expect to find employment in a wide variety of fields, including 
government (through social work and social policy), the media, law (including criminal justice), marketing, 
medical services, working as community relations advisers for banks, insurance companies, advertising and 
other commercial organisations through public opinion polls and customer/employee relations.  

Transferable skills learnt through study of Sociology are important, because most professional careers, 
including medicine, require students to have some knowledge of Sociology and Social Theory.  
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Spanish 
 

Examination Board:  Edexcel 
 

What do I need before starting this course? 
Before starting the course it is essential that one has at least an A in Spanish at IGCSE and willingness to 
work hard and persevere. You also need to have an opinion about everything! 

 
What will I learn? 
In the first year students will learn to express themselves fluently and accurately in Spanish.  They will be 
encouraged to speak Spanish at all times in class and there is a great emphasis on class participation, 
independent research and presentations.  
 
Content and assessment review 
 
Unit 1: Spoken Expression and Response: Unit code WSP01/01  
This unit rewards students for their ability to converse in Spanish on a general topic area (GTA) that they 
have chosen in advance. Students will need to demonstrate that they can engage in a discussion in Spanish 
that relates to a chosen GTA and allied subtopics.   

 
Assessment 8–10 minute assessment in two sections that total 40 marks, with 15 minutes preparation time.  

 
Unit 2: Understanding and Written Response: Unit code WSP02/01 
This unit requires students to understand and convey their understanding of Spanish language texts and 
recordings. In addition, students will need to produce an essay to demonstrate an ability to manipulate the 
Spanish language in continuous writing.   
 
Assessment-2 hour 30 minute paper in three sections that total 90 marks.  
 
Unit 3: Understanding and Spoken Response - Unit code WSP03/01 (11-13 minute assessment). 
This unit requires students to demonstrate the effectiveness of their Spanish-language skills by presenting 
and taking a clear stance on any issue of their choice.  
The assessment for this unit has two sections that total 40 marks. Students will first need to outline their 
chosen issue for about one minute, adopting a definite stance towards the issue. They should then defend 
and justify their opinions for up to four minutes. The teacher/examiner will then initiate a spontaneous 
discussion in which a minimum of two further unpredictable areas of discussion will be covered.  

 
Unit 4: Research, Understanding and Written Response: Unit code WSP04/01-  
This unit requires students to understand and convey their understanding of Spanish language texts and 
recordings. In addition, students will need to produce an essay to demonstrate an ability to manipulate the 
Spanish language in continuous writing.   

 
Assessment 2 hour 30 minute paper in three sections that total 90 marks.  

 
What degree courses and careers will this course be useful for? 
Students seeking to pursue Spanish at an advanced level can combine it with other majors such as 
International Business, Education, International Relations, Journalism and Translation. Learning Spanish at A 
level will widen the student’s geographical scope for employment opportunities. The student will be able to 
work in more than 21 Spanish speaking countries in Europe, America and Africa. 
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Subjects required for some university courses 
The advice below is adapted from the ‘Informed Choices’ booklet prepared by the Russell Group of UK universities. 

While it mostly reflects the preferences of UK universities, it gives a fairly good portrayal of the requirements of most 

universities around the world for some of the subject courses which students usually ask about. 
 

  
University course 

 
Essential A Level subjects 

 
Useful subjects or information 

 
1 

Accountancy (also 
Banking/Finance/Insurance) 

Usually none, but some 
universities require Maths 

 
Maths, Business Studies and Economics 

 
2 

 
Actuarial Science/Studies 

 
Maths 

 
Further Maths, Economics, Business Studies 

 
3 

 
Aeronautical Engineering 

 
Mathematics and Physics 

 
Further Maths, Design Technology 

 
 
4 

 
 
Architecture 

 
Arts/Science mix with Maths, 
Physics also mentioned 

Art, Maths, Design Technology and Physics. A 
portfolio of drawings and ideas will likely be 
asked for. 

 
5 

Art and Design (also for 
graphics/illustration) 

 
Art or Design Technology 

A portfolio of drawings and ideas will likely be 
asked for. 

 
6 

 
Biochemistry 

Chemistry (compulsory). Biology 
may also be asked for 

Biology and Maths or Physics will keep more 
options open 

 
7 

 
Biology 

 
Biology, Chemistry 

 
Maths  

 
8 

Biomedical Sciences 
(including Medical Science) 

 
Chemistry 

 
Mathematics, Further Maths, Biology, Physics. 

 
9 

 
Business Studies 

 
None 

 
Maths, Business Studies and Economics 

 
10 

 
Chemical Engineering 

 
Chemistry and Maths 

 
Physics, Biology, Further Maths 

 
11 

Computer Science/Artificial 
Intelligence 

 
Maths (in most cases) 

 
Further Maths, Computing, Physics, ICT 

 
12 

 
Dentistry 

 
Chemistry and Biology 

 
Maths, Further Maths, Physics 

 
13 

 
Economics 

 
Maths and Economics 

 
Business Studies 

 
14 

Electrical/Electronic 
Engineering 

 
Maths and Physics 

Further Maths, Chemistry, ICT, Design 
Technology 

 
 
15 

 
 
Law 

 
 
None in most UK universities 

History and English Literature or other facilitating 
subjects which involve essays / report writing. 
Sociology and Religious Studies could be useful 

 
16 

Materials Science (including 
Biomedical Materials Science) 

Normally two from Chemistry, 
Maths, Physics, Biology 

Chemistry, Design and Technology, Further 
Mathematics. 

 
 
17 

 
 
Mechanical Engineering 

 
 
Maths and Physics 

Further Maths, Design Technology. Mechanical 
Engineering departments may prefer Maths A-
Levels with a strong mechanics component. 

 
18 

 
Medicine  

 
Chemistry and Biology 

Maths or Physics (strongly recommended by 
Cambridge), Further Maths 

 
19 

Optometry (Ophthalmic 
Optics) 

Two from Biology, Chemistry, 
Mathematics or Physics 

Further Maths. Some courses prefer Biology as 
one of the choices 

 
20 

 
Nursing and Midwifery 

Usually Biology or another 
science 

 
Sociology, Psychology or Chemistry 

 
21 

Optometry (Ophthalmic 
Optics) 

Two from Biology, Chemistry, 
Mathematics or Physics 

Further Maths. Some courses prefer Biology as 
one of the choices 

 
22 

 
Pharmacy 

Chemistry and one from Biology, 
Mathematics and Physics  

 
Further Maths 

 
23 

 
Philosophy 

 
None 

Maths, Classical Civilisations, Philosophy and 
Religious Studies 

 
23 

 
Physiotherapy 

Biology and one from Chemistry, 
Mathematics or Physics 

 
Psychology 
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Informed Choices 
 

        
  
A few years ago, the Russell Group set of UK research-focused elite universities decided to produce a list of 
subjects, known as facilitating subjects in a publication titled ‘Informed Choices’ which would be seen as 
particularly desirable to have on one’s university application when aiming for one of those universities (or any 
university with a comparable league table position).  
Students are encouraged to take at least two facilitating subjects wherever possible; potential Oxbridge 
applicants are usually encouraged to take three. The facilitating subjects are: 

 History 

 English Literature 

 Geography 

 Modern Languages – e.g. French, German, Spanish 

 Classical Languages – e.g. Latin, Ancient Greek 

 Maths and Further Maths 

 Physics 

 Biology 

 Chemistry 
However, there are several other well-regarded subjects considered to be of less widely applicable utility in university 
admissions – Music, Art, Design Technology, Economics, Physical Education, Computing, Psychology, Sociology 
and Religious Studies and others fall into this category. Students should take these up if they have strength in those 
areas and enjoy the subjects. In short: facilitating subjects are good subjects to take, but they are not the only good 
subjects to take.  

 
Five simple rules to choosing subjects and keeping your options open: 
  
1. Always play to your strengths-look for your strongest subjects and build your degree course and career 

thoughts around them-if you study subjects you enjoy, you will experience more success at A Level and 
university 

2. For students aiming at top universities (e.g. Cambridge, Oxford, LSE ) or seeking to apply for competitive 
professional courses such as Medicine, Engineering, Law within the Russell Group or across other UK 
institutions), ensure that you take the required facilitating subjects  

3. Choose Maths and Sciences only if you have a great track record so far (working within the higher sets and 
averaging an A* or a very strong A throughout the IGCSE course would be a good indicator of your suitability)  

4. For the desired effect in opening up options, Science subjects should be taken in pairs and/or with Maths 

5. Get the right balance of subjects (coursework vs non-coursework, heavy reading/essay writing subjects as 
opposed to those that require short answers etc. 
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University placement and careers advice 
 
With the benefit of the wide variety of subjects described in the preceding subject summaries, St Andrew’s Sixth 
Form College students find themselves in a good position when making their university applications in Year 13. 
 
St Andrew’s Sixth Form College prepares students for the various decisions which they make between Year 11 
and the end of Year 13 (see the chart on page 32). Led by the Careers Advisor and with the able support of a 
dedicated group of College tutors, the students receive guidance and advice leading up to their university 
admission. 
 
Since inception, St Andrew’s Sixth Form College alumni have consistently received offers to join a wide variety of 
top local and foreign universities. Examples of student destinations over the last few years include the following: 

 
Kenya 

Daystar University 

Strathmore University 

United States International University-Africa 

UK 

University of Cambridge                         London School of Economics    Warwick University 

University of Bristol                                University of Southampton         Cardiff University 

Loughborough                                        University of Edinburgh              University of Kent 

University of Manchester                        Durham                                      University of Leeds 

University of Nottingham                        University of Liverpool                Bath 

USA 

Columbia University                               Stanford University                                 Yale                                          

University of Pennsylvania                     New York University                              Stetson University                    

Texas Christian University                     Trinity University, San Antonio               University of Miami                   

Syracuse University                               Savannah College of Art and Design     Saint Olaf, Minnesota 

Pepperdine University               

Canada 

Dalhousie University                           University of British Columbia      University of Alberta 

York University                                    Simon Fraser University              St Mary’s University, Halifax 

Netherlands 

VU University, Amsterdam                  Hotelschool, The Hague               

France 

Le Cordon Bleu Culinary College 

Australia 

University of Melbourne                             University of Adelaide                    University of Queensland 

Switzerland 

La Roche International School of Hotel Management 

South Africa 

University of Cape Town                              Rhodes University                        Monash University 

Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University 

 
St Andrew’s College has a good track record of seeing students through from their Year 11 decisions right the 
way through to university. Due consideration is given to career aspirations and university entry requirements 
when advising students in this regard. 

 

 



   32 
 
 

Draft calendar of College activities (September 2018-August 2019) 

 
 

 
Year 11 

 
Year 12 

 
Year 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First VISO-St Andrew’s College 
Presentation to Year 11 students and their 
Parents by Headmaster and Head of Sixth 
Form 

Pilgrimage of the Light-Year 12 
participate in ceremony ‘bringing light’ to 
Tsavo  
Year 12 Bonding Weekend  
UK Universities’ Fair in Turi 
Announcement of Boarding House 
Prefects and House Captains (BH 
Parents and Headmaster/SSMT) 
First VISO-St Andrew’s College 
Presentation to Year 12 students and their 
Parents. Deadline for any subject 
changes. 
Turi Leadership Award- Building Leaders 
seminars and Service start (to End of 
Easter Term-March of Year 12) 

 
 
 
Pilgrimage of the Light- Year 13 lead 
ceremony ‘bringing light’ to Tsavo  
Prefects’ Training Weekend with 
Headmaster 
UK Universities’ Fair in Turi 
Preparation of university applications 
Announcement of Head Boy and Head Girl 
First VISO- Final decisions on A2 
curriculum. Deadline for any subject 
changes. 
SAT exams for students seeking US 
university places 

 
 
 
 
 
October 

 
 
 
 
Admissions -College interviews 
(Applicants interviewed by 
Headmaster/Head of Sixth Form) 

 
 
 
 
 
Turi Leadership Award- Building Leaders 
seminars and Service 

University applications submitted for 
aspiring students of Medicine/Pharmacy or 
Oxbridge in UK (by Oct 15

th
), early decision 

for USA  
AS Exam Re-sits-Limited subjects available 
SAT exams for students seeking US 
university places  

 
 
 
 
 
 
November 

Admissions -College interviews 
(Applicants interviewed by 
Headmaster/Head of Sixth Form) 
Informed Choices’ presentation to Year 
11s by Careers Advisor and Head of Sixth 
Form 
College Scholarship Weekend 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Turi Leadership Award- Building Leaders 
seminars and Service 

University references written and student 
applications submitted for all other 
courses (UK) and regular decision (USA)  
US Universities’ Fair (by CIS) in Nairobi 
Turi Leadership Award-Dissertations due 
AS Exam Re-sits-Limited subjects available 
SAT exams for students seeking US 
university places 

 
 
 
 
 
 
December 

Admissions -Conditional offers for 
College places to qualified students, some 
letters to parents deferring offer pending 
receipt of further academic progress 
reports 
Scholarship offers to qualified applicants 
among scholars 
Trial Exams 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Turi Leadership Award- Building Leaders 
seminars and Service 

 
 
Turi Leadership Award-School 
Improvement Plans-presentations by 
students to School Leadership 
Offers received from some UK universities  
Offers and updates from early decision US 
universities 

 
 
 
 
 
January 

 IGCSE English Language final exam 
AS Taster Day at the end of Trial Exams 
First VISO-AS Open Day- Presentation to 
Year 11 students and their Parents to 
facilitate subject choices for Year 12. 
Subject booklet issued.  

 
 
 
 
Turi Leadership Award- Building Leaders 
seminars and Service 

 
 
 
 
A2 Trial Exams and review with tutors 
Offers received from some UK universities 

 
February 

 
Provisional Year 12 subject choices made 

 
AS Trial Exams and review with tutors 

Offers received from some UK, US, 
Canadian universities 

 
 
 
 
 
March 

 
 
Admissions-Some review of deferred 
College applications based on progress 
data  
Final option forms issued 

Turi Leadership Award- Building Leaders 
seminars and Service 
UNISERV UK Universities’ Fair in 
Nairobi 
Applications by students for positions of 
School Prefect interviews  

Student decisions on UK universities 
(Firm, insurance) 
Updates on regular decision US 
universities-most us, Canadian university 
offers/decisions by end of the month 
Turi Leadership Award-Final interviews 

 
 
April 

 
Revision for IGCSE exams 
Year 12 subject choices confirmed 

School Prefect staff input during Pre-term 
INSET) 
Revision for AS exams 

Offers received from some Canadian 
universities 
Revision for A2 exams and AS re-sits 

 
 
 
May 

 
 
 
IGCSE Exams 

 
First VISO-Announcement of new School 
Prefects during Speech Day) 
AS Exams 

First VISO- Turi Leadership Award 
Diplomas presented during Speech Day 
Year 13 Graduation ceremony 
A2 Exams, AS Exam Re-sits 

 
 
 
June 

 
 
 
IGCSE Exams 

AS Exams 
Year 12 Life Skills Programme( including 
university application seminars and Turi 
Leadership Award-Expedition) 

 
 
 
A2 Exams, AS Exam Re-sits 

 
 
July 

  
 
Work Experience Programme  

Visa applications and processing for 
students starting at UK universities in 
September 

 
 
 
August 

 
 
Receipt of IGCSE Results 
Admissions-Confirmation of places for 
students who achieve the ‘5B’ threshold 

 
 
Receipt of AS Results-students and 
parents begin weighing decisions on A2 
curriculum 

Receipt of A2 Results and final confirmation 
of University places or UCAS Clearing  
Start of first semester for students admitted 
in US universities 
Applications to South African universities 
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Options Form: Preliminary Choices Easter Term 2018 
 

Name of Student…………………………………………….Boarding House…………………………… 
 
 
Parent/guardian signature……………………………………………….Date……………………………… 
 
Please note at this stage you are being asked for your preferred subjects to help inform option blocks for next 
year. You will be given the option blocks and asked to make confirmed choices from these option blocks at the end 
of the Easter Term. 
 
Options 
 
Choose any four subjects from Art and Design, Biology, Business Studies, Chemistry, Design and Technology, 
Drama and Theatre Studies, Economics, English Literature, French, Geography, German, History, ICT, 
Mathematics and Further Mathematics, Music, Physical Education, Physics 
Psychology, Religious Studies, Sociology and Spanish 
      
Please list your 4 preferred subjects and 2 reserve subjects in the spaces below 
 

1 
 
 

2 
 
 

3 
 
 

4 
 
 

Reserve 1 
 
 

Reserve 2 
 
 

 

 
 This form should be handed in to Mr. Andwati as soon as possible, but by Sunday 18th February at the very 
latest 
 

  Alternatively you can email your choices directly to Mr. Andwati (headcollege@turimail.co.ke)  
 

 Paper returns should be signed by a parent/guardian 
 

 Electronic returns should be sent from the e-mail address regularly used by the parent/guardian for official 
correspondence with the School 

 

mailto:headcollege@turimail.co.ke

